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Capitol of World Christian Endeavor CeO 


Dedication services for the new Christian 
Endeavor headquarters at 1221 East Broad eg 
St.. Columbus, O., were held Sunday, Dec. 6, 
1953, at four p.m. 


recently com leted structure, housing y : nouch 32ers 5 
ee ues of the ieecrmational Society of CE Is oe ior teas : 
and the World’s CE eee pie oe C. Irving Bensc 
i . Poling Building.” The Internationz ; 
coer i ree thousands of groups in Successful Planning — 2) ee 6 
Protestant churches throughout North America, H. W. Knox 
and the world organization is made up of the 
International Society and more than 50 na- Editorials 2... Sw ee 8 
tional unions. : fea 
A service of worship at 4 P.M. in the Broa Church-Methods 4. ne ane 10 
St. Christian Church, with Dr. Ernest R. ene ) 
Bryan, President of International Society of Communion — Medita ! 
CE presiding; Daniel A. Poling, for whom the Growing Spiritually : 
building is named, S sex Crem ee Path to a Godly Life 
he Youth Choir of Indianola urc 5 ee eee 
Boss Columbus, was followed by the formal Topics Texts for New Yea 
dedication of the headquarters building, gen- Fund Raising 
eral open house and refreshments. Open CE Citizenship Contest 
House was open to the general public from Belitviomenae 
9 A.M. through 9 P.M. on December 7, and 
persons interested were invited to inspect the Sérinons |) 1 
new headquarters. : 
The hey structure, designed by Architect ous ae Page 
Fayne F. Freshwater, Columbus; and assisted : he 
by Leslie D. Harrison, Engineer, and John J. Endless Years t a re 
Burgbacker, Contractor, is a two-story build- Herbert E. Richards 
ing to be Christian Endeavor’s “capitol,” a Do You Know How to Pray? : 
part of a United Advance program of the CE Bartlett L. Hess 
movement. It is of modern design and ma- Why Be Afraid? 
terials, with conference and assembly room, Claude Richmond | 
general offices, stock room, executive and 4 
secretarial offices, located directly across the Junior Pulpit. ..222 4 eee = aes 2 
street fromthe mansion of the Governor of Ohio. Roundlasainoene 
CE headquarters, formerly in Boston, Mass., ba : 
moved to Columbus, Ohio, in 1946, a more I Wish! 
central location. Dr. Poling, president of the : 
World’s CEU, has been a leader in Christian Ilhastrations =... Je 2 
Endeavor for more than a quarter century, John H. Johansen 
"serving as secretary of the Ohio CEU, Citizen- 
ship Superintendent, Associate President, and Recent<Books 4, 5 he eee 3 
President of International Society of CE from ‘ = 
1925 to 1949, With the death in 1927 of Dr. Topical Index __.. wna See eS ee 3 
Francis E. Clark, founder of CE in 1881, ‘ 
Daniel A. Poling became president of the Buyers’ \Guidewe ies. See ee 
world union, and is still serving. : 
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R. J. B. PHILLIPS has hurled an 
“atomic’’ book into the world — ‘‘Your 
God Is Too Small’’ (Epworth Press). 


will be variously branded shocking, 
urbing or dynamic. But it cannot be dis- 


3; declared purpose is to expose the inade- 
conceptions of God which still linger, 
pnsciously, in many minds, and to suggest 
; in which the real God may be found. 
God is God, he says, He’s big and gener- 
:and magnificent. He can’t see that any- 
r can say they've made a “corner” in God, 
shut Him up in their particular box. 


(o denomination has a monopoly of God's 
, and none has an exclusive recipe for 
lucing Christian character. 
fo less trenchant is his treatment of an- 
r of the “too small” ideas—that of God 
1e managing director. 
say that we cannot imagine the God of 
lldering vastness giving minute attention 
icroscopic detail, in no way proves that 
is incapable of fulfilling both functions. 
either is a secondhand God adequate, nor 
of religiously “‘elite,”” nor the modern 
ersonalised god—the Ultimate Bundle of 
est Values. 
ne second half of the book is constructive 
sets out an adequate God. 
e must not be limited to religious matters 
ven to the “religious” interpretation of 


e must not be confined to one particular 
ion of time nor must we imagine Him as 
local God of this planet or even only of 
eee that astronomical survey has so 


discovered. 


* * 


s is trying to establish. It is rather to 
e immensely broad sweep of the Cre- 


is not, of course, physical size that Dr. — 
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IS YOUR GOD 
BIG ENOUGH? 


C. IRVING BENSON 


a Bae 
When a Sunday School Class was asked to write out their ideas of 
what God was like, most of them said in effect that: God is a 
very old gentleman living in Heaven.” 


But, this may lead no further than sensing 
a vague “unfocused” god, a de-personalised 
“something.” There are those who would 
make this “something” the god of the future. 

Such a god is not a person in any sense and 
certainly does not supply a Gospel to redeem 
the despairs and futilities of life.” 

To worship, to love and to serve implies a 
person with whom we can establish some per- 
sonal relationship. Beauty, goodness and truth 
are clues to the nature of God, but they seem 
like cameras focused to infinity. 

Dr. Phillips forcefully discusses the ques- 
tion: Can God be focused in a space-time 
world? He goes on to show that quite a num- 
ber of people in all parts of the world are 
convinced that God is focused in Christ. 

Nothing that science reveals, nothing that 
all the complexity of modern thought can de- 
mand in its conception of God outstrips or 
outmodes the character that has been revealed 
in Christ. 

“The biggest, widest and highest ideas of 
God that mind can conceive arrange them- 
selves without dissonance or incongruity round - 
the character Jesus revealed.” 

If we ask, What sort of person is God? 
Christ’s answer is quite unequivocal. He is 
“the Father.” If we accept it as true that the 
whole power behind this astonishing universe 
is of that kind of character that Christ could 
only describe as ‘‘Father,” the whole of life 
is transfigured. 

But God is not Father Christmas. eS 

We can never have too big a conception of — 
God, and the more scientific knowledge ad- 
vances, the greater becomes our idea of His 
vast and complicated wisdom, ——~ es 

Yet, unless we are to remain befogged and — 
bewildered and give up all hope of ever know- 
ing God as @ person, we have to accept His — 
own planned focussing of Himself in a humat 
being, Jesus Christ who claimed “He that — 
hath seen me hath seen the Father.” ~ : 
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SUCCESSFUL 


PLANNING 


H. W. 


HE rainbow road is thronged with trav- 

elers who are searching for a pot of 

gold. Attainment of wealth and security 
are considered the summit of experience and 
the only true success. Even Webster defines 
success as “the favorable termination of a 
venture; often, specifically, the attainment of 
wealth, fame, etc.’’ It is because the acquire- 
ment of these assets accompanies and cli- 
maxes a successful life that men are prone 
wrongly to view them as the essence of success 
rather than the result of success. 

What is success? To the business man it 
may be wealth, honor, and a balanced budget. 
To the criminal (for even he thinks in terms 
of success) it is quick wealth without labor. 
The ideals of both men measure up to the 
most accepted understanding of success. How- 
ever, to the young person in school, success 
is summed up in good grades, a college de- 
gree, or the assurance of a good position after 
graduation, and to the social matron it is pres- 
tige, friends, and popular acclaim. Even to 
some Christians success is a happy life, a good 
church, an opportunity to serve others, or a 
multitude of other worthwhile objectives that 
are not wealth. If we could list the occupa- 
tions and aspirations of any congregation of 
people we should probably have as many ideas 
as to what constitutes success as there are 
- individuals in the congregation. 

Does this mean that success is to be trans- 
lated in terms of differing values? Is success 
for one necessarily to be considered failure 
for another? On the contrary, true success for 
all is found in the attainment of that thing 
which is of maximum value. Success implies 
completion. It is the “favorable termination 
_ of a venture.” Varying concepts among indi- 
viduals arise from the fact that each one has 


a different goal in mind when he thinks in 


terms of success. The word of God, however, 
teaches that only one goal is worth striving 


os for, and that is likeness to God and translation 


_ into the kingdom of His Son. The attain- 
_ ment of any other goal should be looked upon 
_ as an achievement but not success. This: fact 
is most prominent in the lives of Bible char- 
_ acters whom God accepted. 


Seventh Day Adventist Church 
_ South Lancaster, Massachusetts 


KNOX 


Abraham, one of the most wealthy men 3 
Palestine in his day, “looked for a city whid 
hath foundations, whose builder and maker 
God.” (Heb. 11:10); Moses “refused to K 
called the son of Pharoah’s daughter—for }} 
had recompense of the reward.’ (Heb. 11:26) 
Paul said, ‘““This one thing I do—forgetti 
everything which is past and stretching fo} 
ward to what lies in front of me, with mr 
eyes fixed on the goal, I push on to secure th 
prize of God’s heavenward call in Christ Jesu} 
Therefore, let all of us who are mature b 
lievers cherish these thoughts; and if in an 
respect you think differently, that also wi 
God make clear to you, but whatever be th 
point that we have already reached, let 1 
persevere in the same course.” (Phil. 3:12 
16; Weymouth); Christ said: “Seek ye fir 
the kingdom of God, and His righteousn 
and all these things shall be added unto you. 
(Matt. 6:33; Luke 12:31) What things 
Clothing, food, security, prosperity. Thes 
are all added to him who seeks the kingdo 
The tangible properties of life are not th 
goal, but only the result of setting our eye 
on the kingdom of God. The attainment ¢ 
this goal is true success. 4 

This then is the reason why success is wealt 
to one business man, poverty and integrity t 
another business man; as good marks to ot 
college student, honesty and a pure heart 
another college student; as security to one hu 
band, a Christian home to another husban 
Wealth, good grades, a college degree, and sé 
curity are all worthwhile objectives in ther 
selves, but they are all values that lie withi 
the realm of personal welfare. They are s 
centered and not heaven centered and, 
fore, are not true success. oa 

Successful planning is not striving to 1 
a workable plan for our lives, but to 
God’s plan for our lives and follow that. 

God outlined the plan to Joshua, the so 
Nun. Of more than twenty thousand J 
who took part in the Exodus from Egyp 
Caanan only Joshua, the son of Nun, 
Caleb, the son of Jephunah, crossed the be 
ers of the promised land. He was a si 
God’s sight. The divine outline fo a 
was fourfold: (Joshua 1:8) (1) “This be 
of the law shall not depart out of th i 


cy 


‘only book Joshua knew was the law of 

as contained in the records of his master, 
ees. This was his Bible. This book was to 
githe word of God and was a revelation of 
lWivine plan of success. We who are living 

e Christian Age are recipients of much 
ter light. Our book is now the Holy Bible, 


#2) “Thou shalt meditate therein day and 
” Daily meditation upon God’s plan for 
qilives is an absolute necessity. A casual 
e is not enough. “What would thou have 
to do?” should be the constant prayer of 
llips. How important then that we follow 
#plan of reading a scripture every day that 
ay learn what He would have us do. 
#2r yet, there is nothing that can take the 
#2 of daily meditation upon our Sabbath 
ol lessons for the coming week. They are 
for children only. 

$5) “Observe to do according to all that is 
#cen therein.” “He that saith he abideth in 


Him ought himself also to walk even as He 
walked.” “Then shall we know, if we follow 
on to know the Lord: His going forth is pre- 
pared as the morning.’’ God needs doers not 
doubters. The windows of heaven are open 
to shower blessings from God upon those who 
obey His word through faith. Calvin said: 
“Men never act skillfully except as they allow 
themselves to be ruled by the word of God.” 
(4) “Then thou shalt have good success.”’ 
The fourth point to remember is the promise. 
“All these things shal] be added unto you.” 
We can depend on God. The blessings of 
God are not success, but are added as a result 
of success. They always accompany success be- 
cause God is always good for His word. “You 
shall have,” from the lips of the Great Pro- 
vider, is security and wealth beyond our fond- 
est deams. This is a promissory note from the 
bank of heaven. Wonderful truth! “The 
blessing of the Lord, it maketh rich, and he 
addeth no sorrow with it.” (Prov. 10:22) 
Do not be satisfied with substitute values. 
“Seek ye the Lord while he may be found.” 
“The Lord is good to the soul that seeketh 
Him.” (Lam. 3:25) 


Miracle of Christmas 


say that miracles are wrong, 

cient legends they belong; 
thristmas is no idle tale. 

Cynics storm and Skeptics rail, 
sounds the world its natal chime 
#\ turns her water into wine. 


iracles ? 

why these light and hurried feet 

| traffic briskly street to street, 

ned with gifts for thee and thine, 

#. scarce one thought for me and mine? 
boddly strange that feet should know 
alting steps when East's star glows. 


n i acles ? 

@ why glad faces all alight? 

#. radiant health in winter's blight? 
words of cheer and lightsome hearts 
turn aside the poisoned darts 
dboverty and greed and hate, 

pn holly hangs upon the gate? 


= to the dead,” they said He gave. 

on, Doubter, Agnostic rave! 

n Christmas lights begin to glow, 

candle flames bend to and fro, 

comes again, resistless tide, 

spirits burn—those that had died! 

Hi —A. Augustus Welsh. 
i 


ower of the Cross 

edes wanted a fulcrum on which to 
is lever, and then he said he could 
world. Calvary is the fulcrum, and 
; of Christ is the lever, and by that 
1 all nations be lifted—Talmage. 


His Birthday 
The Natal Day: 
On that Birthday, years ago, 
Came the Magi, bowing low, 
(Obedience to the new-born King) 
Bringing Orient’s gifts of old, —~ 
Frankincense, myrrh, and gold. 


Frankincense, Iran’s fragrancy, — 
_Myrrh of ancient Eastern lea, 
Gold proffered by gentle hand, 
Treasures of the Levant land. 


This Christmas Day: 

Though no shepherds watch us bring 
Our humble gifts; angels sing 

With us to hail Him King, 

(Some tender notes fond memory holds) 
So many long yéars since! 


Gold refined by truest love, 

Wafting essence rare above; . Tem 

Frankincense steept of gracious deed, 

Myrrh of kindness, fragrant mead. 
—Weinifred Rose Rial Miller. 


Christmas Eve 

O Happy Eve! Fair Mother of delights, 

Of mystic peace and holiest insights; 

When man becomes a searcher of the skies, 

And finds reflected there the home where lies 

The crown of life: a baby’s laugh, the kiss 

Of motherlove, kind thought for those who miss 

The childish trust and’wander through the night 

Sweet Music from afar! In thy swift flight 

Pass us not by, but fill our souls again ‘ 

With wonder bright. Sing in the hearts of men, 

That we beneath thy spell the Star may-see,  ~ 

And go, this Holy Eve, homeward with Thee. 
—Carl S. Weeist. 


The Editors Columns 
Ud 


Evangelism 

HERE were two missionaries in the wee 
ne list of the cargo liner, Castle- 

ville. Both were youthful, just from the 
seminary class room. Pete had graduated 
from a Presbyterian Seminary, and although 
Chinese, dropped off at Singapore, near where 
he will eventually be stationed. Basil was 
from a west coast Bible School, and it was a 
Bible School, for Basil had a photographic 
mind when it came to his Bible. He could, 
and did, quote Scripture on any slightest pre- 
text, and I do mean pretext. Whether while 
visiting in the Lounge, discussing the glassy 
flatness of the sea, the ceaseless, tireless, 
sweep of the sharp, saber-wings of the alba- 
tross, the dessert at dinner in the officers’ 
mess, or what not, Basil could, and did pro- 
duce his pocket Bible to read what the Word 
had to say on such matters, to disprove some 
statement made, 

The faith of the four fellow-passengers 
grieved Basil. Five there were, in fact. A mid- 
dle-aged Chinese mother, a Jewish clothing 
manufacturer, a Jewish lyric writer of some 
note, a Basque fur broker and a professor of 
languages from Mexico City, were all of the 
Roman Church. Another passenger was noth- 
ing. One was a Rosa Crucian. The rest of us 
were Protestants. Yet, in spite of the wide 

_ diversity of lineage, of occupation, of points 
of view, of creed and color, we were a happy 
family, aboard. 

In the fervor of youth, Basil posted a notice 
on the ship bulletin board. On Sunday, in the 
_ lounge, there would be religious services to 
_ which all Protestants, and those of other 
__ faiths, “especially’’ were invited. 
I stumbled on that word “especially.” When 
Basil asked me to take part in the service, I 
inquired as to the word. Just what did it 
mean? It meant nothing less, I was told, than 
ee tat those of the other creeds, when they came, 
_ would be asked to express their belief on such 
matters as differentiate the Catholic faith from 


oo) the Protestant, after which Basil would read 
wy pene scripture on each point to let them 
know how far they were from his Bible, in 
their faith. 


_ To my suggestion that these others were 


om 


fellow Christians, and that “whoso believe 
and is baptized shall be saved,” regardless + 
church *iliation, he turned a deaf ear. F 
was interested only in pointing out the erro 
of the others, and before others. 

Zeal is highly commendable when it 
aimed in the right direction. There is on 
one right direction. There are many wror 
directions, none of which, if the kingdo 
is to be served, can be more wrong than tl 
direction of antagonism, or the “I am holi 
than thou’’ attitude. 

Basil, like Peter, dropped off at Singapor 
but to put in some time studying the langua 
of them he hopes to save. They are in th 
Straits Settlements area and are almost total| 
Mohammedans of fanatical type. Even und 
the most favorable conditions, and only with 
divine sense of patience and tact, can a ma 
stay long in such work. The youthful Bas 
has rough going ahead if his technique be n 
changed. = 

Knowing the Bible, in a mechanical wa 
has never been enough or ever can be enoug| 
Without the Christian attitudes and view 
points, one might as well memorize the tel 
phone directory as the Bible so far as th 
salvation of others is concerned, for souls a 
not saved by rote. a 

Go, Teach, Baptize. That is the directiy 
not Go, Argue, Antagonize. a 


Co-Education = a 
T WAS raining as I pulled into the char 
ing Vermont town; not enough to dam 

the spirits or dim the eyes which fea 

on the hills and conifer-hugged lakes. It 
beauty of rare delight, if damp. 4 
Boasting no hotel, I stopped at a 
home and inquired about a room, for i 
morning I was to address the student bod: 
the local school. The youthful Miss, ° 
answered my push on the door bell, esco 
me to the type of room suggested by | 
exterior of the house, and informed me 
she was “‘a senior at the high school 
year she'd go to college in town.” 
I had heard of the College, fo 
far from unknown with its hi 
historical background. Yet, I 


, more than the fact that it boasted of its 
d history and included in its list of 
ds” more than merely one V.1.P. 
» I inquired of the little lady, “Is your 
ge here, a denominational school?” my 
cular interest being in such. 
res, that’s right. It 7s co-educational.” 
smiled as she said it, and left me know- 
that I had not put my query in a manner 
understood, or that the word ‘‘denomina- 
il’” was beyond her ken. 
hinking on the trifling incident later, her 
rer took on a new, if unknown to her, sig- 
ance. I don’t know yet if the college ts 
; not denominational, but I do know it is 
educational,” and the incidental signifi- 
e lies in the much overlooked and under- 
ced fact that all denominational institu- 
and activities should be “‘co-educational.”’ 
aybe they are, nominally, but tour around 
these blessed States of ours and on Sun- 
, watch the churches, any church, as the 
bippers emerge from the front portals 
the street, to go their devious ways for 
her seven days. 
hese folks, you will see, are both men and 
len, boys and girls, but the proportion of 
S, especially mature men, is little more 
a token representation and the co-educa- 
uf nature of the Church is more theoretical 
actual. 
) the question evolves itself into some 
query as, “How can I get a larger male 
dance and support?” 
here is no royal road to such an achieve- 
t and ideal. Nor can I, or anyone else tell 
how you can rally your men behind you— 
you are an individual and no one hat can 
very head. But—this I do know, beyond 
tion, to attract and draw men’s loyalties a 
must first of all appeal to men by his 
personal manhood. 
‘don’t mean the “hail-fellow well met” 
” I don’t mean the minister who shares 
his parishioners in their semi-occasional 
ail parties. I don’t mean one who makes 
rs laugh when he tells his questionable 
2s. These all detract from, rather than 
x one’s masculine attractiveness and per- 
| strength as a leader of men. 
mean only, that if you aspire to have your 
“h like the local Vermont College—de- 
inational and co-educational, you'll have 
by being masculine in the clean, 
me sense of the Word. Without that 
-d-rock on which to build—all other effort 


real men like real men and wish 
them. Like turns to like! 


You can’t reach His Divine manhood, but 
you can aspire and work in that direction. 
Your achievement will have no little to do 
with whether your church is co-educational or 
just merely denominational, 

It should be both. 


Beneath the Surface 

“Several years ago, a dear friend of mine, 
now beyond the alloted three score years and 
ten, sent me a collection of pre-historic glass. 
‘To cherish perhaps in memory of me,’ he 
wrote. Odd in design, each of the many pieces 
was singularly beautiful. Priceless, because 
my friend had excavated them himself in his 
archaeological work at the ancient Babylonian 
city of Kufa. They interpret a civilization four 
thousand years old! 

Among the pieces was one less beautiful, 
but for some strange reason I loved it most, 
and kept it on my desk that I might handle 
it. One day, looking at it intensely, I saw on 
its dull surface a tiny fleck of lustrous opales- 
cent blue. With the point of my knife I 
touched it there and another bit of the outer 
surface came away. With exceeding care I 
worked for hours and into the night, exposing 
more and more beauty. When I had finished, 
I held in my hand one of the loveliest bottles. 
in all the world—a masterpiece of the ancient 
glass-worker’s art. . 

Do you remember how it is written of Him 


whose birthday we celebrate at Christmas that 


He looked not for beauty upon the outer sur- “ish 
face but discerned it in the innermost souls of — 
men? His fishermen disciples. Zacchaeus, the 
publican. Mary Magdelene. Even to the thief 
upon the cross. ae ai 
I believe that it is supremely important in 
this hour that we look upon our neighbors, — 
with the deep-seeing compassionate eyes of 
Christ, the Prince of Peace—J. L. Kraft, Ala- 
bama Christian Advocate. hie 
Christmas Prayer 
Hear the Christmas angels singing, 
Hear the Christmas joy-bells ringing, 
Hear the message they are bringing, 
“Peace on earth, good will to men.” 
See the stars so brightly shining, — 
Hear the cattle softly whining, 
In their praise they are combining, ~ 
“Peace on earth, good will to men.” 
See the Kings their offerings heaping, 
See the Babe so calmly sleeping, oy 
See how Mary watch is keeping, — 
“Peace on earth, good will to men.” 
Now, ye list’ners, kneel and pray, ~ 
_ “Teach me. Lord, Thy love, today. 
Cast out all hate, make quarrels cease, 
‘And teach the world Thy love and p 
—Charls J. Bruesch, Jr. 
fom 
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Holiness Pays 

Do not think of Holiness as a “‘blessing’’— 
occasional, uncertain, which may be spent or 
lost. It is a life! And even as earth is fitted 
to yield the supply of all that lives thereon, 
so all the provision needful to this higher 
life’ is waiting for us and within our reach. 
‘Seek, and ye shall find.” The life of Holiness 
falls in with the deepest, largest, fullest pur- 
poses of God—HE HIMSELF is its Source 
and Supply.—M. G. Pearse. 


“Growing Spiritually” 

The new “Daily Devotional Guidance To- 
ward Christian Maturity,’ by E. Stanley Jones, 
Abingdon-Cokesbury, with above title, is now 
available at your local bookshops, $1.50, and 

is designed to meet the spiritual needs of the 
individual today, and the theme is expressed 

in the title, “Growing Spiritually.’”” Growth is 

- inherent in the individual seed, the individual 
member of family, community, church, state, 
and country. As the individual grows, so 
grows society. “Growing Spiritually” is a 
necessary volume, not only to point the way, 

_ but to keep us on the right way from hour to 
hour in our daily marches among friends, ene- 
mies, believers and non-believers, duties, ser- 
vices, recreation, etc. ‘Get it, and saturate your 
_ mind with its message before undertaking the 
_ day's assignment, and again before you com- 
mit your spirit into His keeping for the night. 


_ A Communion Meditation 

“This is my beloved!’ Love is subtle and 
strong. We cannot analyze its power. We do 
not wonder that all who came to know Jesus 
when he was on earth loved him with an 
_ affection that was overwhelming. When we 
_ know His gentleness and tenderness and sym- 
_ pathy we understand why little children nest- 
led in His arms with never a fear. Jesus 
_ Christ will ever be loved with an affection 
that is without parallel or real comparison. 

_. The Christian believer and statesman, 


> 


7) 


former President Benjamin Harrison, wa 
never so fluent or eloquent as when he spok 
of his Lord whom he loved and served fe 
more than a half-century. Shortly before hi 
death, he said, ‘‘the natural man lives to b 
ministered unto. He lays his duties on other: 
he hires others that they may fan him to sleef 
bring him the jeweled cup, dance before hin 
and die in the arena for his sport. Into suc 
a world came a KING,—'Not to be ministere 
unto but to minister.’ The rough winds fanne 
his sleep, he drank of the mountain brook an 
made not water into wine for himself, woul 
not use his power to stay his own hunger, bu 
had compassion on the multitude.” Here is th 
perfect altruism. Ornaments of gold and gem: 
silken robes, houses and lands, stocks an 
bonds, these are all fare when men ar 
weighed. Where a brotherhood so wide an 
perfect? No coin of love is base or smal 
to him. The widow’s mite he sets in hi 
crown. The fountain of all love first flowe 
from his heart and in that love we discover th 
source of all our true affection. 
Nothing can take the place of true frienc 
ship. It is the sun that breaks through th 
darkest clouds of earthly shadow. Three time 
in the Word of Life Abraham is called ‘th 
friend of God.” Enoch’s friendship, one day 
without death, brought him into unceasin 
companionship with God. In speaking to hi 
disciples our Lord says: ‘Henceforth I ca 
you not servants, but I have called you friend: 
True friendship is the golden clasp of love. 
Dionysius, tyrant of Syracuse, was-so affe 
ted by the fidelity of two friends, Damon an 
Pythias, the one having voluntarily offered t 
die for the other who had been condemne 
to death, that he remitted the sentence, sayi 
that now he was “convinced there was still 
earth such a thing as real friendship.” 
The celebrated English writer and divir 
Charles Kingsley, was once asked the sec 
of his great success in life, and he quietly a 
swered, “I had a friend.” The mi 


gus, Scotland, after entertaining in his 
ly his friend, the saintly McCheyne, wrote, 
s I sit here my study seems a heavenly 
se, because Robert McCheyne has been in 
ind everything is inscribed with the legend, 
liness unto the Lord.’” It is said, “When 
oniram Judson was living among the Kar- 
_ they were so profoundly impressed with 
likeness to his Friend that they called him 
1s Christ’s man.” 
yometimes in this world of sin and disap- 
mtment, we are ready to exclaim with the 
sage of Athens, Socrates, ‘Friends? There 
10 friend!’ Listen, ““There is a Friend that 
keth closer than a brother.” He was born 
the day of adversity. His friendship has 
n tested to the utmost. He was deserted, 
ied, betrayed, crucified, — but HIS love 
er wavered. His love for our world knows 
limit of height nor depth; HE loves with 
everlasting love. 
m the Metropolitan Museum of Art, 
Y.C., there is a painting called “The Last 
<en.”” In an open arena stands a beautiful 
. awaiting her death; the vast galleries are 
onged. With eyes of flame the lions are 
ping from their dens, the girl stands with 
s uplifted toward the galeries, searching for 
friendly hand that has just let fall a rose 
ich lies at her feet. In the arena of life 
re is struggle, suffering, selfishness, deceit, 
rice, lust for power, traitorousness, and 
th,—but in the upper reaches of our sky, 
spiritual arena, there is ever a friendly 
id extended toward us, and beckoning us 
ne nearer, —- THIS IS OUR FRIEND, 
HO NEVER FAILS US.—Adapted from 
Stewart. 


cht! Left! Right! 

et us remember at all times that we may 
k all the directions, explanations, sugges- 
is,— go ye this way, or go ye that way—the 
-still remains that we, as individuals, are still 
the same place where the directions, expla- 
ions, suggestions, and ‘‘go ye” started, un- 


; we make a choice and go forward. Right 


ice, of wrong, it is the individual who 

the choice, and moves in the direction 
his choice. It is the individual’s choice that 
ermines failure or success in life, not only 
himself, but more often for many others 
om that choice influences, either right or 
g.—John Roberson, Glasgow. 


ath of a Godly Life 
want you to miss entirely some pits 
hich really able preachers have fallen, 
nd I find myself studying your prob- 


re 


‘a New Year is Built md: 


lems, and doing some planning and_ praying 
for you. ; 

“Try to be every inch a man. Gregory the 
Great used to say that a preacher wins more 
to the Master by his acts than by his words, 
and marks out the path of a godly life rather 
by his footsteps than by his speech. He (the 
preacher), says Gregory, “is to be like the 
barn-door cock which, when it is about to 
crow, first shakes its wings and thus beating 
itself, awakens a greater earnestness; so it is 
incumbent on those who are about to utter the 
sacred words of holy office to rouse them- 
selves beforehand to care for a godly life; 
lest while wanting in practical godliness they 
should vainly try to move others by mere 
empty phrases. Watch your head, Will. Ro- 
man 12:3 is a mighty good text for a young 
man in the ministry to feed on. Be confident, 
but let your confidence stem from a lively de- 
pendence on God, backed up by hard work 
in putting His will into practice. If you lack 
strength, and would renew your strength, lean 
heavily on Him. The best preachers are the 
God-made preachers, who never forget whence 
their strength comes. Arrogance on the preach- 
er’s part will overshadow even the most bril- 
lant of sermons. Never call attention to your- 
self, but remember always that you dedicated 
your life to walk in His steps, and preach and 
live His message of salvation for all men. 
Preachers who call attention to themselves and _ 
their achievements are like the cow who gives: 

a bucket of cream, and then kicks it over in a 
show of strength. 

“Every man ought to begin early in life to _ 
cultivate the art of taking second place. No 
man can expect always and everywhere to do — 
all the shining. The good Lord who made this _ 
earth and all upon it has balanced things up 
pretty well. Let’s not try to improve on God's 
work. No man excels in everything. Many of — 
us are good preachers, but poor pastors; few 
of us excel in both functions, and I pity the _ 
man who believes he must be in the center of — 
the stage. Be big-minded, Will, in the ad: 
mirable sense of the word, and go out of your 
way to say a kind word about others and te 
others; praise where praise is needed to 
strengthen a brother, even if you did the ji 
yourself that was assigned to him, Rememb 
Peter, after his denial of Jesus. — From 
“William Prentice.” ee 


a 


Topics and Texts on Which 


Ex. 33:14. “My presence shall go wi th 
thee and I will give thee rest.” aes 
II Cor. 5:14-17. Freedom from the past. 


Deut. 34:1-6. Acts 7:55-59. Long views 
are helpful. 

Psa. 121:1-8. Looking upward. 

Eccl. 9:10. Matt. 22:35-39. 
your purpose. 

II Tim. 4:6-8. The end of the race. 

Phil, 3:12-14. A forward look. 

Psa. 77:1-12. What of the past? 

Psa. 39. How swift the days! 

Jas. 4:13-17. God’s will in time. 

Romans 6:1-11. How to have a good year. 

Deut. 6:1-13. Giving days to God. 


Concentrate 


My Life 
The Psalm of Faith. Hebr. 10:38-12:3. 
The Psalm of Hope. I Cor. 15:35-58. 
The Psalm of Love. I Cor. 13. 
The Psalm of Life. Psalm 23. 


Installing a Minister 

“What do they do when they install a min- 
ister?” inquired a small boy. “Do they give 
him a stall and make him stay there?” 

“No,” said the father, “they harness him 
to the church, —then expect him to pull it, 
keep it on the right path, turn it over or 
around if necessary, and even change its color 
and construction, all without comment or co- 

_ operation, —unless—” 
“Unless, what, Father?’’ ‘Unless, through 
__ the grace of God and His leading, the preacher 
can show the members how to help in pulling, 
changing, turning, —even to color and con- 
struction.” 


Church Fund Raising 
In an effort to cut down the cost of church 
_ fund-raising campaigns so that the average 
church can afford them, Dr. Norman E. Ny- 
 gaard, frequent contributor to the Expositor 
_ and president of his own organization, known 
_ as NYGAARD ASSOCIATES, has developed 
a program which cuts out expensive frills both 
_ in the conduct of church campaigns and in 
_ presenting fund-raising programs to churches. 
_ “Fund-raising groups who employ traveling 
_ fepresentatives, rent large suites of offices, and 
telephone pastors every other week by long 
istance, naturally add these expenses to their 
asic fees,” Dr. Nygaard points out, “and it 
altogether proper for them to do so.” 
“However, we have decided to do without 


n those frills and depend upon the churches 

_ where we have had campaigns to recommend 

us to their friends, and on that basis we now 

more campaigns coming to us than we 
peat 


handle immediately. We're glad to sit 


j 
down with church committees when we're in 
their neighborhood but will depend upon the 
mail in all other cases.” 

NYGAARD ASSOCIATES have two types 
of campaigns. For larger churches there is 
the “guaranteed incentive” campaign in which 
NYGAARD ASSOCIATES guarantee to 
reach the campaign goal or return at a later 
date for a supplementary campaign. For 
smaller churches with limited goals they are 
employing their “overlap” method by which 
the major part of the preparatory work is di- 
rected from the office and the director appears 
on the field when the active period of the 
campaign begins, thus cutting down the time 
a director must spend with the church. 

Among. the churches where NYGAARD 
ASSOCIATES have recently held campaigns 
are the following: First Presbyterian, Council 
Bluffs, Iowa; Weirton Heights Memorial Bap- 
tist Church, Weirton, W. Va.; First Presby- 
terian Church of Encino, Calif.; First Pres- 
byterian of Van Nuys, California; St. Paul 
Methodist Church, Omaha; and the Graham 
Memorial Presbyterian Church, Coronado, 
Calif. 

Dr. Nygaard is author of the following 
book, “FINANCING CHURCH BUILD- 
INGS AND BUDGETS.” 
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Altar Bound 

Here is a book on Weddings that will serve 
as a work sheet for the bride and her family, 
96 pages, (boxed 81x11), starting off with 


_a check list of the 33 essential arrangements 


that must be made regardless of the size of 
the wedding and the time in which they 
must be made. Check these, and the bride is 
free to cope with the unpredictable emerg- 
encies. Here is space to list gifts with gummed, 
numbered labels to use for gift identification. 
There’s a page for showers, another for shower 
gifts. And for the bride’s convenience there’s 
.a record sheet for personnel connected with 
the ceremony. : 


a 
Mrs. Pearce is well qualified to write this guide, 
for she’s been “stage-managing’” weddings during 
the past eleven years. She’s the wife of a Presby- 
terian minister—was formerly a college dean of 
women. She knows proper wedding etiquette—how 
to work with caterers, photographers, florists, friends 
—yet put on a sacred religious ceremony and not 
merely a theatrical’ production. Her co-author, 
Rodgers is a photographer who has taken coun 
wedding pictures. The illustrations for the — 
have been carefully selected. The 
ture of this beautiful book done 
paper is its profusion of excellent 
to complement the “how-to-do-it’’ 
Phase is beautifully illustrated. — 
Included are chapters on Ef 


Gifts, Wedding Preparations, — 


dants; Rehearsal, Church Wedding, Re- 
ous Services, Special Weddings, Reception, 
ing-Away, and General Information for 
ests. 


ristian Citizenship Award 
atest, Sponsored by International 
‘iety of Christian Endeavor 


Awards totaling $1,000 in cash and a trip 
Washington, D. C., will be given in the 

Christian Citizenship Award Contest, 
nsored by the Int'l. Society of Christian 
leavor, according to the announcement of 
Gene Stone, Gen. Sec. 


“he contest is open to young people 15 
ough 19 years of age, living in the U.S.A. 
Canada, and is designed to challenge 
th to good citizenship, combating evils of 
ty sort,—narcotics, liquor, gambling, preju- 
*, and godlessness sponsored by commu- 
n. 


Yinners are to be determined by the merits of 
Letter to My Congressman’”’ or for Canadian 
ch, “A Letter to My M.P.;” limit is 1000 words, 
the subject, “I SPEAK FOR CHRISTIAN CITI- 
NSHIP,” and a Citizenship Service Record of 
individual. Contests will be conducted in states 
provinces; area winners to compete in regional 
ests, and regional winners will be eligible for 
international awards, first of which is $250 in 
. and an all expense trip to the 12th conven- 
of the World’s Christian Endeavor Union to 
shington, D. C., July 24-28, 1954. Any youth in 
ol or employed, 15 years and has not reached 
age of 20 by February 8, 1954, is eligible to 
icipate. Notice of participation must be sent 
February 8, 1954, to the Citizenship Dir., In- 
ational Society of Christian Endeavor, 1221 
- Broad St., Columbus 5, Ohio. 


Young and Old 


Young eyes see pages clean and white; 

Old eyes see what life bade them write. 
Young eyes see what hope’s voice has taught; 
Old eyes see what the past has wrought. 
Young eyes see what life may unfold; 

Old eyes see tales that it has told. 

Young eyes see roads of likelihood; 

Old eyes behold the present good. 


_—Clarence E. Flynn in Watchman Examiner. 


od Books for Children 
is pastors we have definite responsibility to 
snts and leaders of young people in the 
ction of reading matter, especially at this 
on of the year. If you have not examined 
st of Good Books for Children by Ab- 
n-Cokesbury, especially prepared for 
who carry responsibility for character 
g, ask your local book shop for the 
-page brochure listing 16 selections, in- 
oe 


cluding authors and prices. If your book shop 
does not have the brochure, drop a card to 
Abingdon-Cokesbury Press 
810 Broadway 
Nashville 2, Tennessee 


Prayer for the Holy Spirit 

Almighty God, Who hast given us com- 
mandment to pray for the gift of the Holy 
Ghost: Most heartily we beseech Thee, 
through Jesus Christ our Advocate, to grant 
us Thy Holy Spirit, that He may quicken our 
hearts by Thy saving Word, and lead us into 
all truth, that He may guide, instruct, en- 
lighten, govern, comfort and sanctify us unto 
everlasting life; through the same Jesus Christ, 
Thy Son, our Lord. Amen.—Epiphany Call, 
Milwaukee. 


Seven Thoughts for Leaders 

1. The teacher is a hinge upon which a 
child’s future swings. 

2. We teach more by our walk than by our 
talk. 

3. Behind every lesson the pupil sees two 
teachers, the teacher teaching and the 
teacher living. 

4. Not what pupils remember constitutes 
knowledge, but what they cannot forget. 

5. An ounce of illustration is worth a ton of 
talk. 

6. A teacher plus a bit of chalk is two good 
teachers. aie 

7. The teacher who does not pray for his 
-pupils has no right to teach them. — 

Exchange. 


Behavior Codes for 
Children-Parents in 
Nation’s Capital 

In the wake of press and radio announce- 
ments of the “rounding-up” of some 1100 
juveniles by police of one of our Eastern 
cities, the action of youngsters in Washing- 
ton, D. C., in formulating a code to limit de- 
linquency comes as a welcome reminder to all 
thinking people that in spite of the delin- — 
quency problem today, there are still many 
more juveniles who think wisely and con- — 
structively. a a 

“Juvenile lawlessness is hare likes ate 
malignant growth across the face of the land. 
Take the word of Dr. Martha M. Eliot, chief — 
of the U. S. Children’s Bureau, who says 
there may be 750,000 young hoodlums in the 
country by 1960.” This startling statement in 
a Cosmopolitan newspaper is followed by — 
some equally heartening news, “ that the an- — 


swer to this problem wasn’t too hard to find 
by a group of Washington parents and chil- 
dren.” 

The following 21-item code spells out pa- 
rental responsibility in two basic respects — 
parents must love their children, and show 
them that love; parents must be teachers, in a 
serious and continuing way. Oddly enough, the 
parents were prompted in drawing up the 
code by the children themselves. Dr. Carl F. 
Hansen, Associate Supt. of Schools, suggested 
that all pupils “should be asked to think about 
their conduct, and it might even be a good 
idea if the boys and girls wrote down a set 
of rules.” Pupils of Shepherd Elementary 
School seized upon the suggestion, and ap- 
pointed the student council to write a code. 
Parents thought this a good idea, and soon 
they too were working out a code. 


PARENTS’ CODE 

This is the code of conduct adopted by Washing- 
ton parents: 

We, the parents of Shepherd School children, 
realize that what we think, do and say, is reflected 
in our children, and have compiled the following 
responsibilities, Therefore, our goals are: 

1—To promote family unity by creating a happy 
home environment for work and play. 

2—To recognize our child’s limitations as well 
as his abilities. 

3—To stress the importance of honesty to our- 
selves and to our fellow men as a basic virtue. 

4—To encourage mutual love, respect and courtesy 
between parent and child. 

5—To stimulate participation in group activities 
to promote social achievement. 

6—To teach each child with dignity and con- 
sideration, allowing him to. participate in family 
decisions. 

7—To assure our family’s interest in the church 

_ of synagogue of our choice by active participation. 
__ 8—To show the meaning of God in everyday 
happenings; to stress the spiritual as opposed to 
material values. 


___ 9—To respect and understand the religions, be- 
 liefs and customs of others. 
_ 10—To be charitable, tolerant and understanding. 
_ 11—To learn to express ourselves without the 
use of profanity. 
oe 12—To develop a wholesome teacher-child rela- 
tionship, stressing promptness, respect and consider- 
ation. 
_ 13—To encourage and stimulate our child’s in- 
terest in learning. - 
_ 14—To keep open minds on new methods in 
education; to be cognizant of school activities. 
_15—To participate in citizens’ groups for the 
: promotion of recreational, educational and civic 
4 


s. 

16—To work together on problems that influence 
ung people of all ages. 

___ 17—To teach consideration for common property 
_ through respect for our own and other’s property. 
__ _18—To keep community and personal property 
clean and attractive. 

_. 19—To realize that with our democratic privi- 
_ leges we also have certain definite obligations. 

__ 20—To teach democracy as a way of life. 


ae, 


_under the above title, published by Abingdon- 


1 


21—To give wholehearted support and protection 
to the Constitution of the United States. 


CHILDREN’S CODE 


Here is the children’s code of conduct, as written 
by the Shepherd School Student Council, Wash- 
ington, D. C.: 

We, the children of Shepherd School, in order to 
become better citizens and to show our appreciation 
for our many privileges, set up for ourselves the 
following responsibilities: 

1—Do my best at all times. 

2—Listen courteously and learn all I can. 

3—Be courteous at all times. 

4—Keep my mind and body healthy and clean. 

5—Be prompt and use my time wisely. 
6—Be trustworthy in little things as well as in 
big things. 

7—Be cheerful and help others to be happy. 

8—Play fairly and honestly and with good sports- 
manship. ; 

9—Share willingly and generously with those in 
need. 

10—Treat others as I would like to be treated. 

11—Help others by fulfilling my responsibilities 
faithfully. 

12—Respect my parents, teachers, patrols and 
the many other people who help me. 

13—Obey the rules of my home, my school, my 
city and the United States of America. } 

14—Take good care of the property of others; 
as well as my own. . 

15—Keep my home, school and community beau- 
tiful. 

16—Settle differences peacefully by talking them 
over. 

17—Remember to be forgiving and that I may 
not always be right. 

18—Live up to the promises that I make when 
I pledge allegiance to my flag. 7 

19—Follow my religion faithfully and respect 
the beliefs of others. : 
20—Do all the good things I know a Citizen 
should do every day so that I may become a finer 
and better person. “4 

These are the qualities I should have to be a 
good citizen of the United States of America. 

ee ee aa 


Story Sermons . 
For Juniors akea 4 

37-Sermonettes for boys and girls, by Alice 
Geer Kelsey, are now available in book-forr 


Cokesbury, 127 pages, $2.00. The author's 


long experience in writing stories for children 
is reflected in this practical, helpful and timely 
material. Let us avail ourselves of this hel 
promptly and use it to build our nation’s chi 
dren into believing, patriotic Americans, 
they really want to be. . thes 


Six Requisites Se : Sy. 
For a Home . 
Integrity must be the architect; Tidin 
upholsterer. It must be warmed by love 
Lighted by cheerfulness. Industry 
ventilator, and over and above al 
Blessing of Almighty God.—Ha: 


ipture Reading—Psalm 33. 

xt: II Peter 3:8—“Beloved, be not ignorant 
af this one thing, that one day is with the 
Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand 
years as one day.” 


OUBTLESS all of us are aware that 
) there is no essential difference between 

a day in 1953 and the first day of 
54. If we want to make a change in our 
y of life we do not have to wait until an- 
er year begins in order to do so. We can 
ke the change at any moment, cut ourselves 
from old habits, begin living a new life. 
t we must admit that as a new year comes 
mg, as we turn the pages of a new calen- 
-, there seems to be something significant 
mut the occasion which is lacking at almost 
y other time. 
Perhaps it is the calendar which we hang 
the wall, in its pristine freshness, or the 
ly diary of events which is clean and new 
1 smells of printer’s ink. Before a year is 
t both calendars and diaries assume dog- 
ed appearances. Whatever the cause, how- 
+r the custom arose, it has become an ac- 
ted thing to make resolutions or consider 
inges in one’s habits at the turn of the year. 


Some people make fun of new year’s resolu- 
as, assuming that no one ever lives up to 
m after they are made. So, during the war, 
; it fashionable to laugh or sneer at what 
re known as “foxhole conversions,” and that 
ich was called ‘foxhole religion.” It was 
umed that those changes of heart which 
urred under battlefield conditions would 
rer continue in times of peace. To be sure, 
ae who were converted on battlefields did 
> their zeal for the faith upon their return 
their homeland, but other people who pro- 
d their faith under what might be de- 
as more normal conditions have also 
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at various times lost their enthusiasm and 
ardor for the faith. 

To be sure, if resolutions are alcoholically 
conceived there may be some reason for doubt- 
ing their validity. A man with a tremendously 
big head the morning after an alcoholic de- 
bauch is likely to say “Never again,” and 
mean it at the moment, because of the nausea 
of the hangover, but when the after-effects of 
intoxication wear off and the yearning for a 
drink returns good resolutions may go by the 
board. 

I believe that it was Harry Emerson Fosdick 
who told about the intoxicated man who called 
to ask him for an explanation of the doctrine 
of the virgin birth. Dr. Fosdick told him 


that he would be very happy to tell the man 


all about it if he would call when he was 
sober. 
“But tha’sh jusht it, doctor,” the drunk re- 
plied, ‘‘when I’m shober I don’t give a darn.” 

However, whenever resolutions are soberly 
made, whenever anyone turns from feeding or 
living with swine as the prodigal son did, in 
order to go back to his father’s house—no 
matter what the time is, no matter what the 
hour or what the day—a new year begins. 

It may be easier to make a fresh beginning 
at the turn of the year since it has long been — 
a customr of mankind to think of the new 
year as a time for such decisions. But whenever _ 
the decision is made, whenever the change oc- _ 
curs, at that moment a man is able to face life 
with a new outlook. 

Some years ago I had to make a definite 
change in my life. The doctor said that I 
was twenty pounds overweight. I suspected 
that I had heart trouble, but he assured me — 
that my heart was all right. The trouble was — 
that fatty tissue was pressing on the organ 
and had pushed it on its side where it felt — 
decidedly uncomfortable. I entered upon a 
rigid diet and took off twenty pounds in about 


a month’s time. But all of that time I was 
hungry. I could understand a man’s craving 
drink, for I craved food. When the month 
was up, however, I found myself taking the 
stairs two at a time, Physically speaking, I 
had made a new beginning in my life. 

If we are resolved that we are going to rid 
ourselves of some habits which have been 
harmful and acquire other habits which are 
beneficial, if we have decided that we are go- 
ing to follow an entirely new pattern of life, 
it would be wise to study some of the factors 
which may make it difficult to adhere to the 
resolutions which we make, hoping that by an 
objective study of them we may be able to 
avoid the pitfalls and discover some helps 
towards better and nobler living. 

First of all, we must remember that habit 
exerts a terrific tug upon us. It is difficult to 
break a good habit, more difficult still to 
break a bad habit. The retired farmer finds it 
hard to break himself of the habit of arising 
at four-thirty in the morning and retiring at 
eight or nine in the evening. He misses milk- 
ing on a frosty morning. Transplant him to 
the city and put him in an apartment and he 
is a fish out of water. A way of life has been 
changed completely and it isn’t easy to break 
with old habits. 

The alcoholic will tell you that when he 
leaves off drinking every nerve of his body 
seems to cry out for alcoholic stimulation. The 
victim of the drug habit finds it almost im- 
possible to taper off the use of heroin or mor- 
phine. There are certain channels formed in 
the nervous system which these habits build 
—which any habits, good or bad, build—and 
it is difficult to overcome the tug of them. 

Jesus warned against trying to rid oneself 
of an evil way of life without immediately 
thereafter finding some better way to live. His 
parable of the demon who was swept out of 
the house by a meticulous house-wife was His 
potent illustration. When the rooms were 
clean and garnished it seemed as if the evil 
presence were gone forever but, unfortunately, 
a vacuum had been left and into that vacuum 


- came seven more demons, each more powerful 


and evil than the first occupant. Nor can a 
man’s heart or mind abide a vacuum. 


What is therefore required, secondly, is 
“the compulsive power of a new affection’ as 
one of our last century preachers aptly de- 
_ fined conversion. Life must have a new center. 
fe 


New interests must be developed. Two women 


ence with us before and after the events. One 


of our acquaintance lost their husbands at 
about the same time. Both were in correspond- 


¥. of the women had spent years vainly seeking 


ae 
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~and had been taught home economics, ¢ 


for a faith which would satisfy her. She wa 
a graduate of a Protestant small college, bu 
she had been successively a Roman Catholic 
an Episcopalian, a Christian Scientist, and fin 
ally a Buddhist. 

Yet through all of her seeking was th 
thought of self. I must find something to sal 
isfy me. I must find something to make m 
happy or to make me forget that I am. I mus 
have some outstanding happiness or narcosis 
She finally would call friends at odd hours © 
the day or night to inform them that sh 
intended to commit suicide. 

The second woman experienced a dee 
sorrow. Her life had been wrapped up ti 
the life of her husband. She had been mor 
dependent upon him by far than had th 
first woman. Yet, as soon as the first .shoc 
of grief had worn off, she began to look abou 
to see what she could do to help other pec 
ple. Soon she discovered that a need existe 
in a mission school in South America. Sh 
left children and grandchildren whom sh 
loved with all her heart and who loved he 
dearly to take a three-year appointment. He 
life acquired a new radiance and depth. Sh 
found the happiness which she was not seek 
ing because she devoted her life to bringin, 
happiness to others. 

We have spoken of habit and the tug whic 
habit exerts upon character, but it is more thai 
that. It is a way of life, a mode of existence 
When one breaks with an established ordet 
ing of life, particularly when the break is — 
drastic one, it seems as if one enters upon 
new world. If one is true to one’s resolutior 
for instance, one will probably form a ney 
circle of friends and that in itself will make 
different world. 4 

The King James version of the Scripture 
translates a phrase of Paul’s in this way: “I 
any man be in Christ Jesus he is a new crea 
ture,” but later versions use this dramati 
phrase: “If any man be in Christ Jesus he 1 
a new creation.” And a radical change in th 
way of life actually results in just that. A ma’ 
is new; a man is different; his bent is change 
completely. Life takes a new direction. Es 

Unfortunately, sometimes we fail becau: 
the change is so drastic, because it occasion 
new skills for which we are not always pr 
pared. Some years ago I visited some Ind 
reservations out in the western part) ) 
country. I called at their mission schools 
was told that many of their young people, | 
spite the fact that they had college deg: 


tronics, soil conservation, and other 
jects, all of them part and parcel of 


uld call “‘the white man’s way,” would go 
k to their people and live in tepees and 
pans. 

[ am not suggesting that the Indian way of 
2 in either the tepee or hogan is inferior 
our so-called civilized way. Television sets 
1 garbage disposals, electric sewing ma- 
nes and automatic washers do not neces- 
ily mean that their possessors are people of 
superior culture. When a woman has so 
le to do in her home that she can spend 
st of her afternoons at the bridge table or 
ssiping with a group of cronies, I should 
that it was highly debatable if she were 
be regarded as possessing a culture equal 
any way to the Indian mother who prepares 
t food with a mortar and pestle, pounds the 
ms of deer and antelope to make them 
ple enough to use for mocasins or breeches, 
1 exhibits her artistic bent in her beadwork 
pottery. That which I am saying is merely 
it the habits of years are not lightly to be 


thrown aside merely by attending a school or 
college for a few years. 

Even Paul, after his Damascus experience, 
had to prepare for the new life as a disciple 
of Jesus Christ by three years of rigid self- 
discipline in the desert. It didn’t come over- 
night. 

So, if we would become new in Christ 
Jesus, if we would make New Year a time 
of new beginnings, we must be willing to 
accept the fact that we shall stumble and fall, 
that we may grope about at times in semi- 
darkness on our way towards the fuller, richer 
life for which all of us constantly or uncon- 
sciously yearn. There is no soft and easy way 
to discipleship. If we now resolve to lead 
better, more useful, fuller lives, let us remem- 
ber that the battle for man’s soul is a difficult 
one, fraught with peril and hardship. But let 
us take heart, remembering the word of the 
Psalmist, “If God be for us, who can be 
against us?” 


To Endless Years 
the Same 


HERBERT EAST RICHARDS 
xt: Psalm 48:14—This is God, our God 
for ever and ever.” 

~S WE approach our date with destiny, 

yesterday's mistakes can help us live 

more successful tomorrows. Janus-like, 
look backward to look forward. We ex- 
ine our past experiences to discover those 
ivities in our pragmatic generation that can 
fe dependability and direction amidst move- 
nt and flux. 
Accordingly, our text from the praises of 
ael discloses a religious absolute. This ab- 
ute was revealed to the people of Irsael as 
y joined in processions walking round and 
ind the city of Zion. As the pilgrims joined 
rhythmical processional steps, they thought 
the meaning of history, the meaning of their 
ial traditions, and the meaning of God in 
ir lives. As these Semitic crusaders tramped 
mut their Holy City, their thoughts were 
ed to the City not built with hands. The 
yer of David, the wall upon which Isaiah 
Iked, and Jeremiah’s corner of controversy 
pired their cadenced steps and altered 
nds until they were able to speak as a po- 
having authority—the authority of ma- 
e people who have combined history, spirit- 
ity, judgment, grace and mercy. 
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creed, or the twentieth century's. Amsterdam 


Out of the cauldron of our past experiences 
may I dip three major axioms? Doubtless you 
could suggest many others. The first axiom 
that I would suggest is simple, the second 
simpler, and the third is the simplest of all. 
Nevertheless, these permanent absolutes not 
alone change our lives, but our lives have 
proved them changeless. 
If We Injure Others, We Injure Ourselves 

The graveyards of history are full of skele- 
tons of men who have sought to kill the spirit 
of others, and who in so doing have killed 
their inner selves. Such self-inflicted wounds 
have been administered by men within and 
without the Church. We do not profess the 
Church to be a congress of saints. I do not 
look upon you as unblemished, any more than 
you look upon me as faultless. We are seek- 
ers, strivers for truth! ee 

Out of the annals of the past come records 
of councils in which men illustrated the truth — 
of the principle that when one injures others, — 
he injures himself. Such records can be found 
in the minutes of church trustee boards, the 
records of the significant Council of Nicea in — 
325, the Council of Chalcedon 451, the Coun- 
cil of Trent 415-43, the Vatican Council, in — 
which the infallibility of the Pope was de 


Conference. g 

In an early council, 325, the Arian contro- — 
versy took place, in which Arius was locked in 
mental and spiritual conflict with Athanasius. 
Some years later, in’ the year 355 A.D. a 
council met at Milan during which Athanasius — 


was condemned. We are helped more by th a 


revelation of the character of the men who 
participated in the Council of Milan, than by 
the decisions made there. Athanasius entered 
the council with but one purpose, that pur- 
pose was to help his fellow men to live better, 
to think clearly, and to get closer to the truth 
and perfection of God. His Homoousian doc- 
trine was helpful to many in conceiving of 
the great powers of God, and the divine force 
in human life. With such high motive and 
spirit he entered the council. 

A second not-so-high spirit emanated from 
Emperor Constantius. Constantius was present 
unseen. Through the force of his dictates, and 
through the lieutenants whom he commanded, 
he sent instructions of hatred, antagonism 
and viciousness. When the Bible canon was 
discussed, Constantius decreed, “What I wish, 

~ that is the canon.” This meant, that so far as 
he was concerned, the contents of the Bible 
in the future would be determined by Em- 
peror Constantius and by his fiats alone. 

Athanasius, who knew neither dictators nor 
fear, was in imminent danger. On February 8, 
356 A.D., during the course of an all-night 

service in the church of St. Theonas, the Em- 
peror’s General Syrianus, with five thousand 
troops, surrounded the church. Athanasius re- 
tained his presence of mind. He invited the 
congregation to read the 130th Psalm. The 
worshippers repeated over and over “His 
mercy endureth for ever, His mercy endureth 
for ever.” The soldiers attacked, and only 
- under most unusual circumstances did Athana- 
 sius escape death. 
History has recorded the escape and tri- 
_ umph of Athanasius, and men today appreci- 
_ ate his contributions to the spiritual life of the 
human race: while on the other hand, the Em- 
peror Constantius has fallen into history’s mire 
as a man of poor judgment and fierce emo- 
tional instability. 
Constantius sought to crush Athanasius; he 
jured himself. Athanasius sought to help 
_ others; he helped himself. Even today one of 
America’s most erudite pulpiteers refers to 
this ancient church father as ‘‘Athanasius, 
.” A truth that is to endless years 


If We Help Others, We Help Ourselves 
_ There is no place in which the truth of this 
m can be better illustrated than that of 
ur home. When your attitude is one of 
ve and devotion, you not alone help to bring 
piness to your wife or husband, but you 
help to bring aboundant joy to yourself. 

Not long ago a man and wife exclaimed: 
e want a divorce!” The very fact that they 
come together to talk and counsel with 


. By the same token, your church has 


their minister meant that neither wanted ; 
divorce, but their problems had seemed si 
overwhelming that they no longer could fac 
life together. Nevertheless, the outpouring © 
their heartaches, their conflicts, and the cause 
of disaffecton minimized the difficulties and th 
minister had the great opportunity of seeing de 
votion return, two hearts beat again in the sym 
phony of holy matrimony, four eyes well uj 
in tears, and the light of love return as if 
former years. The day before Christmas | 
telephone call came to the minister. The trem 
bling voice heard over the wire was that 0} 
the father, who but a few months before hac 
been planning to divorce his wife. It was j 
voice filled with emotion, a_heart-piercin; 
sound that ministers hear most every day. With 
all the sincerity at his command, the fathe 
blurted: “We are together—it will be a glort 
ous Christmas because we are together. I wan 
to thank you, pastor, for giving us the op 
portunity of the greatest gift in all the world— 
that of being ONE this Christmas season.” 
His statement of appreciation was followec 
by what seemed to be an interminable silence 
after which his wife’s voice could be heard 
She concurred that the problems that hac 
seemed great, now were small; and that low 
had been reestablished for the remainder of 
their lives. Gone with the old year were th 
plans of divorce, gone with the passing o 
time were tragedies and hatreds. A few m 
ments later, excited tiny voices could be hearc 
saying over the wires of the phone, “Thanl 
you for a Merry Christmas,” as each of thre 
twittering children expressed his gratitude fo 
the little Christmas cards sent by the ministll 
Little did the children know what great gif 
was theirs; they did not know what gift the 
might have lost—the gift of a loving home 
When the telephone receiver was replaced 
the minister stared at the floor. Speechless 
Happy! He reaffirmed the truth in our set 
mon that we cannot help others without he 
ing ourselves. 
This year may we cancel and strike out 
vicious word. May we broadcast the kind 
that will help others and ourselves. I 
observed men and women this past-year 
have learned the lesson of sincere appreciati 
I have watched them as they remained sil 
when they could have vety easily said sor 
thing negative about another. They ha 
learned the secret of human nature and 
mate joy—when we help others, we hel 
selves. Sok 


much strength because her me 
thought of others in need. Yo 


1 the sick, you have not forgotten the 
raged, you have not forgotten the mis- 
telds near and far, thereby, you and your 
h have grown in effectiveness and Chris- 
nfluence. 

day your church has twelve visitors call- 
ipon the sick, and ministering to those 
ed. Their visits, their recorded sermons, 
poems and prayers are not easily for- 
1. One of our church visitors wrote to 
letter at Christmas time, which letter I 
asked permission to quote. She said: 
ve given time to calling upon those who 
1, but I want to say to you, that the hap- 
days of my life have been spent in visit- 
he sick. I stay but a few minutes, but 
annot know the joy that these visits have 
tht to my life.” She concluded the letter 
the words of thanks to me. Of course, 
Was no reason to thank me—she simply 
found what each of us will find to be 
that when we go out to comfort others 
are racked with disease and loneliness, 
elp ourselves to face our heartaches and 
ess. She had learned that when we help 
s, we help ourselves. 

young man wrote to his father that he 
\ot see any reason why he should be dili- 
in his studies, because in the near future 
vould be drafted, and the world was 
y to hell anyway. The father took that 
‘to his minister and asked how he should 
er it. I turn the question over to you— 
would you answer that young man’s ques- 
Why should he study? For that matter, 
should he be good? Why should one 
ire for life when the world is going to 


tte is the way the father sought to help 
on face the future, though the world ap- 
d to be crumbling around him. He told 
on that he should prepare for the best 
was in him, that he should prepare to 
rather than to destroy others, and that 
sreparation would give him joy and con- 
yent in the immediate present. He added 
there is no better way to obtain joy than 
deserving of a profound sense of achieve- 
and of a sense of helping others. The 
t then averred: “and why not be happy 
2?” The father continued to explain to 
on that each generation has been told 
he world is going to hell. 

s comment reminded me of some dusty 
; that could well have been written in 
_ For example: “Everything is tending to 
ons! We are in the greatest confusion 
yas ever known.” Thus spoke Wil- 
1800! i 
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~~very crusade becomes a means of breaking — 


Shaftesbury expounded this gloomy bit of 
philosophy in 1848: “Nothing can save the 
British Empire.” But for sheer prophetic in- 
sight, there are few quotations that can better 
this one: “The young people of the world 
have no respect for their parents. They are 
mocking them, laughing at them, and staying 
out too late.’ This up-to-the-minute chef-d’- 
oeuvre was carved in stone two thousand five 
hundred years before Christ. 

Each generation has had its pseudo-prophets 
arise to say: “We are going to hell.” Don’t 
you believe it! There is little doubt that our 
generation, as past generations, has many 
problems, heartaches, and individuals who tear 
at the very fabrics of our moral and spiritual 
character. But with all of today’s vice and sin- 
fulness, I look today into more than a thou- 
sand faces before me, faces of you who are 
seekers for God, seekers for the better life. 
You are the living lie to the pessimists of 
today. Your presence in the Church is itself 
an aid to helping others. You are living proof 
that the world will be better. You are willing 
to stand to be counted as a member of the 
Church of Jesus Christ. When you help others, 
you help yourself. 

Selfless Religion Will Make Us Happy, 
Better Than That, It Will Make Us Great 

Religion is not designed primarily to give 
us happiness. Happiness comes as the result of 
a religious experience. Religion, with its wor- 
ship of God, and its ‘call to humanity will 
make us great. . eke 

Not long ago a newspaper reporter told me 
that-he was going on a crusade for health. 
He is going to arise at a set hour, walk a 
measured number of steps a day, take pre- 
scribed pills, and before he is finished he will 
find that he has put himself into a cruel health 
straightjacket, until his whole mental outlook 
becomes so affected by his crusade for health 
that he cannot digest his food, and at last this 


down his own effectiveness physically, men-— 
tally and spiritually. We do not~get health — 
by going on a crusade for it. We get it with 
day-by-day clean thought, clean living, ample © 
rest, and a positive perspective on life. When _ 
all of these factors work together quietly and 
normally, one’s strength is increased to face 
disease when it comes. In a like manner, if 
you want happiness, do not go on a crusade 
for it. Happiness and health are not for cru- 
sddes, because when they become ends in 
themselves, they at the same time become 
grails of gold beyond the rainbow. = ill 
Too many Americans seek to be happ 
Our nation produces millions of gallons | 


‘intoxicating liquids, and reams of escapist 
printed matter with the end in view of for- 
getting ourselves, and of achieving content- 
ment. Even within the church we find those 
who worship at the altar of relaxation rather 
than at the Cross. 

You will get happiness as a result of integ- 
rity and self-efficiency. As Ezekial says, Stand 
on thy feet.” The church is designed to make 
you great, and when you achieve the great- 
ness that is within you, happiness will spread 
over you as a blanket of inner-satisfaction, 
than which there is no greater contentment. 

Over and over again your religion and your 
faith will remind you that—you can be great! 
Within your own area of life, within the 
bounds of your physical endurance, you can 
live successfully and supremely! You can per- 
form your task in life with the air of distinc- 
tion, and the perspective of success. There is 
no greater inspiration than that of knowing 
that one can be great within himself, whether 
he be a two, five, or ten talent person. Self- 
productivity is one of the impressive revela- 
tions or gifts that comes from God, and this 
assurance within one’s breast is introductive to 
humility in its noblest form. The proud person 
betrays his inner insecurity. The humble person 
knows his abilities, and gives God credit for 
them. 

Now, as I speak to you, I am not thinking 
of this present year; I am thinking of next 
year. At the beginning of next January you 
will be looking back upon the year now be- 
fore us. At that time you will look back to a 
day of sorrow. You will remember a sad day 


as a memorial to a dear friend or loved one. 


You may also remember a red letter day, dur- 
ing which twenty-four hours you performed 
a great service to a friend, neighbor, or your 


church. Perhaps it was the eighth day of July, 


a day when temptation came. It may have 
been a temptation to lie, or maliciously attack 
another's character, or it may have been a 
temptation to perform some vile deed, or to 
avoid something noble. 

Next January you will scan the past year 
and look back upon black days with the emo- 
tion of despair, until you have the desire to 
tip the calendar from the wall, and crumple it 
in your hands, saying of datk days “away 


from my memory, away!’ On the other hand, 


your triumphant day may be in August, Sep- 


tember or December. Your religion can make 


you great, and can give you the preparation 


_ for happiness beyond your greatest expecta- 
tions. 

_. During the year ahead, your mistakes and 
evil decisions will bring you into the realiza- 
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tion that you need refreshment and a 
start in life. You will want to start a ¢ 
new year’s scroll. Each Sacrament of the 1 
Communion is an opportunity to open su 
scroll in your life. When the sins that | 
beset you are left on the altar of God as 
take the sacred cup and the precious bt 
you renew your human spirit with the $ 
of the Divine. Your life’s new scroll is op 
with purity and cleanliness. 

My friends, may the scroll of your cor 
year be inscribed with great care in ¢ 
living before it is placed tenderly in © 
library of life. You do not know the nur 
of volumes that will be placed in the lik 
of your life. Nor do I! You will do wel 
have your scrolls always ready to be reac 
your fellow men and by your God. Remer 
when we injure others, we injure ourse 
When we help others, we help ourse! 
Whenever we turn to sincere religion we 
ceive happiness, more than that, we rec 
the qualifications that make us great. T 
are truths! To endless years the same! 


Do You Know Hoy 
to Pray? 


BARTLETT-L. HESS, -Ph:-D. 
Text: Psalm 5. 


Va and I frequently have our pict 


taken. When we compare them .1 

other photographs of five, ten, or tw 
years ago, we notice that the hair line has 
ceded, or the hair is grayer, or we have ad 
or lost a few pounds. Sometimes we are 
tered by the picture. Other times we say 
think, ‘‘That does not look like me. I re 
look better than that.” 

In the fifth Psalm we have a double 
posure of two kinds of people. In the — 
seven verses we have the contrast of the 1 
of God and the unbeliever, in their inner ] 
in verses eight to twelve we have the cont 
of the man of God and the unbeliever 
their outward life of action. Let us tt 
about the believer’s inner life — his relatio: 
God in prayer. Is my picture here? 

Getting Through to God 

The inner life of the believer is praye 
the Father in heaven. This is described in 
first three verses of the 5th Psalm. Thi 
another morning prayer. As is true in 
human relation, it is first necessary to plu 
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ke the connection. You dial the tele- 
or call the operator. In a three fold 
1e psalmist prays to God, “Give ear... 
er... harken.” “Give ear’ means to 
sn the ear with the hand. God is asked 
t His hand up to His ears so He can 
etter what the psalmist is going to say. 
onsider” means to give attention to the 
ge of the man in prayer. To “harken” 
prick up the ears. 
haps our greatest difficulty is to know 
ye are making connection with the Lord. 
re not living close to Him each day. So 
ventures we undertake in our own wis- 
ind strength. They do not start in prayer. 
ve with only a passing acquaintance with 
Word. Prayer is only a form or skipped 
ther. 


r walk with the Lord should be so close 
day, that turning to Him in prayer would 
ec tapping the person next to us on his 
der. God intends for us to live within 
ering distance from Him, so that we will 
ind it necessary to shout or cry or call 
y. 
Ways of Praying 

e psalmist speaks of three different forms 
ayer in the first two verses. The first is 
we usually think of as prayer: words. We 
our thoughts which take form in words. 
r is speaking in words to God. 
yer is also meditation. Words without 
ation are barren, empty. Meditation with- 
yords is vague and diffuse. Meditation is 
low burning which makes possible the 
1g of words into speech. Someone has 
that the stream of meditation is like the 
running through the mill, making the 
t possible. Meditation can be either the 
ken prayer of the heart or the murmur- 
f brooding sorrow. 
yer is also a cry. “Harken unto the voice 
y cry, my King, and my God: for unto 
will I pray.” While meditation is the 
day-stuff of communion with God 
gh -Christ, words are the concise expres- 
ind ordinary form, a cry is something else. 
r is a cty when we cannot speak, but only 


cry arises out of the emergency of the 
ent. The conditions of a cry are opposite 
ose of meditation. Meditation requires 
. peace, leisure time. A cry stems from 
n pain, or sorrow, or danger. One can 
ate while walking slowly through a 
garden or lying on the mossy bank 
ng down on the smoothly flowing waters 
brook. But when a person is drowning, 


his only language is a cry. It is the only lan- 
guage a baby has, but he uses it most effec- 
tively. 

In the hour of his deep sorrow for his 
friend, Arthur Henry Hallam—a blow which 
dried the flow of poetry for many months— 
Tennyson later described how he felt: 

So runs my dream: but what am I? 
An infant crying in the night: 
An infant crying for the light: 
And with no language but a cry. 


In these few verses we find the great things 
of the spirit spelled out in pronouns: ‘‘My 


words,” “‘my meditation” . . . “my cry, my 
King, and my God: . . . I pray. My 
VOIGE at Y 

When to Pray 


God's people have talked through the ages 
about when to pray. They have decided that 
while always they are to be in a mood of 
prayer and pray without ceasing, yet definite 
times and seasons are necessary. The morning 
has commended itself as the best time of 
prayer. “My voice shalt thou hear in the 
morning, O Lord; in the morning will I direct 
my prayer unto Thee, and will look up.” (Psa. 
5:3). Twice do we have the phrase “in the 
the morning.” 


There are several advantages of talking to 
the Lord in the morning. Psychologists tell 
us that the first in a series is the most im- 
portant. It sets a pattern for what is to follow. 
To give God the first minutes of the day is 
to set the soul in the right direction for the 
day. It is to clear the mind of all confusion. 
It is to draw water from the wells of salva- 
tion. It is to view the day’s affairs from a 
heavenly vantage point. It is to grab the hand 
of God to guide through all that may come. 
To pray in the morning is to prepare oneself 
to walk in step with the Lord through work, 
temptation, disappointment and success. 


Bishop Ralph Cushman has given us the 
poem, ‘“The Secret:” i, 
I met God in the morning i 
When my day was at its best, 
And His presence came like sunrise, 
Like a glory in my breast. 


All day long the Presence lingered, 
All day long He stayed with me, 

And we sailed in perfect calmness 
O’er a very troubled sea. 


Other ships were blown and battered, 
Other ships were sore distressed, 

But the winds that seemed to drive them 
Brought to us a peace and rest.. 


Then I thought of other mornings, 
With a keen remorse of mind, 
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When I too had loosed the moorings, 
With the Presence left behind. 


So I think I know the secret, 
Learned from many a troubled way; 
You must seek Him in the morning 
If you want Him through the day! 


As he prays in the morning, there are two 
things the psalmist says that he does. First, 
he directs or orders his prayer. This word 
was used for the priests’ piling up and putting 
in order the wood for the sacrifices on the 
Hebrew altars, (Lev. 1.7). This took place 
before dawn. The lamb was slain before sun- 
tise. As soon as the sun had risen above the 
horizon, it was cut in pieces and laid on the 
altar (Lev. 6:5). Morning prayer was to be 
as early, as carefully planned and done, as the 
morning sacrifice. ) 

Having arranged the sacrifice, the priest 
either waited for God’s answer—fire from 
heaven to consume the offering—or, if he 
fired it himself, he watched to see if the 
smoke would ascend straight toward heaven. 

Following the ordering or directing of the 
prayer is the looking up or out. The Revised 
Version translated this word, ‘watch.’ The 
morning watch is today spoken of as the time 
of meditation on God’s Word and _ prayer. 
That is not what it meant to the psalmist. The 
morning watch was looking for the answer 
after the time of prayer. After careful medita- 
tion follows hopeful expectation. 

We lose the value of many of our prayers 
because we do not stay on the lookout for 

a the answer, having made the request. Much 
of the training of prayer comes from the disci- 
pline of waiting, like Habbakuk on his watch- 
tower, for God’s answer. 

The ordering of the prayer thoughtfully 
and carefully before the Lord, to be followed 
by looking out for the answer, is described in 
__ two military words. The psalmist marshals up 
his prayers, sets his thoughts and words—as 
a general his soldiers—in battle array. Having 
done this, he is as a spy on his watch-tower, 

awaiting the result of the prayer-battle. 
__ “In the days of our fathers,” says Bishop 

Burnet, “when a petson came early to the 
_ door of his neighbor, and desired to speak 
_ with the master of the house, it was as com- 
_ mon a thing for the servants to tell him with 
_ freedom — ‘My master is at prayer,’ as it 
- now is to say, ‘My master is not upy 
_ Spurgeon has well said, “Prayer should be 
_ the key of the day and lock of the night. 
_ While the dew is on the grass, let grace drop 

upon the soul.” 


mj ordering of prayer and looking out and up for 


I wonder how much we know about the 


the answer. In her book, “A Man C 
Peter,’ Catherine Marshall tells about the 
heart attack of her husband, Peter Mar 
The doctor told her that her husband had 
a fifty-fifty chance. “It’s just about as b 
it can be,” she said to no one in parti 
Then, ‘I'd like to be alone awhile.’’ She 
apart “‘to roll up her prayer sleeves” and 
as she had never prayer before. 

For an hour Mrs. Marshall tried wi 
result to find the prayer God wanted h 
pray. Friends then called constantly, “If 
is anything we can do... ” She longe 
grab them and say, ‘Pray, pray, pray.” 
thought, “How many of us, we who 
been in churches all our lives, knew ho 
pray? I did not.” 

Catherine Marshall longed for the hel 
prayer veterans who had not wasted time 
used run-of-the-mill days for spiritual res 
—people filled with Christ’s presence 
knew their way around in the prayer char 


Mrs. Marshall knew efficient engir 
skillful surgeons, but where were prayer 
cialists? After a sleepless night, while 
others were eating breakfast, she thougk 
Christs’ promise of peace, “peace not as 
world giveth.” She asked the Lord to give 
peace right in the middle of her tears. 


Within fifteen minutes her request: 
granted. Tension and fear left her and 
received ‘‘the peace . . . which passeth all 
derstanding.” She thanked God for he; 
Peter Marshall. God had given her the ; 
prayer. 

“My voice shalt thou hear in the mort 
O Lord; in the morning will I direct 
prayer unto Thee, and will look up.” (P 
233) 


A Christian’s Debt — im 

A Christian owes it to the community to. 
through the streets_on Sunday morning towar 
House of God. Every face turned Church 
Sunday morning leaves an impress on the li 
the town. If no one went to Church and eve 
glued his ear to the radio, public worship 4 
vanish and_ spiritual Christianity would gr 
fade away. Religion is a social thing and j 
Christian form it is impossible for it to survi 
men hold aloof from one another. ‘“Forsake n 
assembling of yourselves together,” is an 
tation which all the generations will do wel 
—Dr, Charles E. Jefferson. aoe 


Worshipping Nature vats 
Nature is to God what speech is. 
How vain to worship the shadow, an 
. : 2 A 2 ; [ae 


the substance. 
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Vhy Be Afraid? 


CLAUDE RICHMOND 


ANY could give a pat answer to the 
question, “Why Be Afraid?” as it is a 
normal reaction to many situations. It 
be folly for a normal soldier to say he 
fear in battle, yet through training and 
ne, through the need of doing his duty 
ling his comrades, the trained soldier 
Mt give way to panic, but overcomes his 
0 the fearlessness of the Christian is 
foolish courage of those ignorant of 
langers, nor the reckless abandon of 
acing in “hot rod”’ cars. 

, the “Be Not Afraid’ of Christianity 
> more than the simple statement from 
pit, like a pat on the back of a des- 
r ill person by some friendly visitor. 
e “You have nothing to fear,” of the 
in who has all the backing of science 
yerience behind his word. Or the “Fear 
' Jesus is the word of the Victor who 
n our battle for us. 

it is a sad commentary on Christianity 
any of the good old saints in many 
s seem to be the greatest worriers, and 
se the joy and peace of their faith. It 
seems as though some joy in worrying. 
ips we can get by such difficulties by 
ng the varieties of fear. “Fear God” 
Old Testament admonition and law, 
over into catechisms. But this means 
d reverence as the proper attitude of 
ite toward his God. At the Mount of 
yuration, the disciples, like the shep- 
t Bethlehem, were “‘sore afraid,’’ com- 
startled or frightened, in panic, at the 


aplain Veterans Home 
ac 


appearance of the supernatural. Certainly this 
was far more fitting than the undue familiarity 
of common speech with which some venture to 
address Deity today, and profess to be their 
attitude at the Second Coming they expect 
almost any minute. 


It is healthy for us to fear sin, which sepa- 
rates us from God. Jesus said to fear not them 
that can kill the body only, but rather Him 
who hath the power to cast into Gehenna. We 
should fear sin, then, but not Satan, whom we 
must constantly resist. We should respect his 
power and his wiles and learn to put him be- 
hind us as we do the will of God. : 

Then, in Revelation, (xxi,8) we find the 
fearful and unbelieving classed with many 
abominable and the lowest of sinners as due 
for the lake that burneth with fire, the second 
death. These “fearful” are the craven who 
cowardly desert. In the old Greek heroic age, 
the word was synonymous with the vile and 
worthless, driven by their fears to desert. 

So we need the injunction to fear not, be- 
cause fear lets a man down, (as Peter, when 
walking on the water), and need to learn to_ 
master our fears. Perhaps courage is to be 
learned like swimming, which with some 


seems to be a sort of instinct so when he finds 


himself in the water he naturally paddles off. 
Or it may be that it is fear which must be 
learned, as most children seem to be naturally — 
fearless until taught the dangers which sur- 


round them. Can it be that a fearless trust — 


and faith is a Christian quality we acquire 
when we “become as little children?” me 

A psychologist might analyze’ fears into 
thousands of varieties. Yet most are said to 


stem from a few basic fears—fear of illness 
and death, fear of being alone and unloved, __ 
fear of poverty, and fear of failure. It is not _ 
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hard to see how a true Christian faith can 
help overcome each of these basic fears. 

Thus, as curing our fears, Christianity is 
indispensible—or is it indefensible. It should 
be as expressed by Weymouth, (Phil. iv, 7) 
“So shall the peace of God . . . be a garrison 
to guard our hearts and minds in Christ 
Jesus.” The Christian is not merely whistling 
in the dark. He is a garrisoned fortress. He 
learns faith from God’s Word, from experi- 
ence with men, and his experiences with fear, 
and with its remedy in Jesus, Messiah. 

But there is no short cut, no magic formula, 
no trite word for THE CURE, which begins 
with love. ‘Perfect love casteth out fear.” 
Then the life is to be filled with Christian 
service. 

We, if we are to be free from fear, must 
first be honest with ourselves. Many fears are 
false shadows which disappear when we learn 
the facts. First, we must face the facts about 
ourselves. We must confess we are sinners— 
not just admist a few of our lesser faults. 
Then we must make sure we are forgiven 
sinners. The sting of death and the victory of 
the grave ate in sin. The forgiven Christian 
need not fear them. So, of course, we must 
be honest with God as well. 

Then, having been forgiven, we must con- 
secrate our lives completely to God, giving 
ourselves freely and fully. As we keep busy 
_in God’s work—and it is surprising how many 
_ Opportunities one may find in common life— 
we crowd out fears. 

Baptism is an ordinance of consecration, and 
the sincere Christian keeps his part of the con- 
tract. Many fears creep in when we are consci- 
ous of falling short of our obligations. The 
cross-bearing disciple must first deny himself. 
It is trite to say this means more than merely 
giving up some things we like. The instruc- 
tions of a priest to sisters of the Catholic 
groups is instructive. He speaks of the lower 
poverty, or surrender of the right to personal 
possessions, giving up things, relinquishing 
goods that come from without. But he also 
_ speaks of the higher poverty, the deeper giving 
of self. This means the surrender of the will, 
giving up of personal rights being truly poor 
in spirit because given to Christ. We also need 
to practice this deeper poverty of denying self, 
as well as not putting faith or trust in things 


=. Of men. 


That is, we need to let go and let God, to use 
a phrase we used to hear more often some years 
ago. “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs 
is the kingdom of heaven,” and they need not 
fear. ‘Fear not, little flock, it is your Father’s 

good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” 
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back home. And, I could have done all 


Although but two letters need to be change 
to turn the word “communion” into “comm 
nism,” there is a world of difference betwee 
them, Communism is the Marx idea of sha 
ing submerged under the domination of Ru 
sian nationalism through dictatorship an 
propaganda, based on fear. In contrast, con 
munion is a true sharing. The Christian shar 
with God in Christ, the work, the joy, tk 
responsibility, the peace of God’s kingdor 
We have a oneness of spirit, of aim, of pu 
pose, achieved by our surrender, denying se 
and being fully consecrated to Him. 

As insurance casts out fear because the it 
sured is joined by contract with many othe 
in a strong company which bears the loss, s 
Christian communion is insurance, casting ot 
fear. Or, as the assurance of the physicta 
relieves our worries, so the Great Physicta 
who cures us, says, “Fear not.” As the mil 
tary man rids himself of fear by faith in h 
leader and his comrades in arms, so is tl 
heart of the Christian freed from fear fo 
“So shall the peace of God. . . garrise 
your hearts and minds in Jesus Christ.” 


JUNIOR PULPIT 


Round and Round 

I’ve discovered a remarkable thing. I shoul 
have realized it before, but it just didn 
strike me, I know now that in eight yea 
I’ve driven my little car a distance equal | 
three times around the world! Some of ye 
may know that the distance’around the earth 
about 25,000 miles. Now, if you are good 
figures, you know that my car registers as ha 
ing traveled a mileage of 75,000. a 

Think of what I could have seen for tl 
amount of gas I’ve used! I could have got 
to Egypt to see the Pyramids and the Sphin 
I could have gone to Palestine and seen Naz 
reth where Jesus lived as a boy, and worke 
in the carpenter's shop, and the Sea of Galile 
where Peter and James and John sat mendit 
their nets when Jesus called them to folle 
Him, Then I could have driven to North Ind 
and seen the wonderful Himalaya Mountai 
and at least looked at Mount Everest, whi 
we are told is the highest mountain ‘in t 
world. Then, on to Burma, Rangoon, a 
Singapore; across the Pacific Islands; over 
Rocky Mountains, a flying visit to Washin 
ton, a peep at New York City and then 


journey three times over with the amount 
gas that’s gone through the tank of my lit 
car. ih 
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et, I don’t suppose I've been as far as 
-hundred\ miles from the spot at which 
mrted. Doesn’t it seem an awful waste of 
Well, I suppose that’s excusable in the 
‘of a car driver, but the trouble is, that 
» are many people who live like that all 
agh life. They have plenty of power— 
ILENT” we call it—but they don’t get 
far with it, and the reason? They are 
willing to give their lives to the Lord 
3 Christ for Him to direct and use the 
tts given them by God. 
f course, we know of others whose gifts 
good influences travel ever so far, just 
use Jesus wses them in working out His 
That little boy who had a lunch of five 
sy loaves and two fishes, about whom we 
in the Bible, learned the secret. If he 
‘kept the lunch for himself it would have 
just one hungry boy in one particular 
. But, he gave it to Jesus and through Him 
-d five thousand in Galilee, and has since 
day taught a wonderful lesson to count- 
thousands in every corner of the world. 
he fishermen from Galilee, apart from 
s, would have spent a life-time in a very 
l.area, fishing, cleaning and mending their 
Jesus said to them, “Follow me, and I 
make you fishers of men.” They did what 
s invited them to do, and their work and 
ence have traveled down the years and 
endure to the end of time. 
st us remember always, in making any 
ion, our gifts and talents travel farther 
multiply many times more, when we give 
1 to Jesus. When He says to us, ‘Follow 
” let us not hesitate, because He will show 
yhat use can be made of our gifts and 
ts. (John 6:9).—]. Ithel Jones, London, 
9¢ Expository Times.” 


I Wish! 

There is usually a wish at Thanksgiving 
dinnertime. It is for the wishbone. And who- 
ever gets that much-desired object does what 
with it? Wishes, of course. Even those who 
do not get it wish just the same sometime. 

“I wish!” How often we say it. How many 
times a month, do you reckon? I wish I might 
play ball like Joe DiMaggio! I would like to 
make the first football team in my school! I 
want to find one hundred dollars to buy — ! 
I wish I could sing like — ! You can fill in 
these blanks yourself. 

Well, your parents are doing some wishing 
too. Your father may just have a hankering 
that you will pass all your examinations at 
school. Fathers are like that. Your mother may 
hope you will be the best singer in the State. 
Mothers are like that. Both your father and 
your mother have a very fine wish for you: 
That you may grow to be like Jesus Christ. The 
best parents are always wishing for that. 

Wishes! What real boy has not wished to be 
Home-run Leader? What real girl has not 
wished to be the Beauty-Queen of the town? 
Most boys want to be sort of Robin Hoods in 
a greenwood with a bard of loyal, jolly fol- 
lowers! Most girls want to wear the biggest 
diamond in the world! Some boys want to be 
the funniest clown in the circus. Perhaps they 
are funny Fellows outside a circus! Some girls 
want to ride a bucking broncho—perhaps they 
have ridden a horse and were thrown! —and 
then wished they hadn’t. 

Who has not said, I would like to have been 
with Columbus on that voyage when he dis- 


covered America! Most of us have wanted to 


invent some sort of better airplane, or mix 
some medicine that would make us forever 


famous, or lift heavier weights than anyone — 


Page 25 2 


else ever could, We wish to run a hundred 
yards in nine seconds and make a world’s rec- 
ord that way. Or sing a note so high that no 
one else would ever reach it. 

I wish! Everybody wishes. But does every- 
one try to make their wishes come true? That 
is much harder than just saying some magic 
words about what we hope for, wish for, long 
for. If wishes were all, what then? There is 
a rhyme you know about that: 

“If wishes were fishes 

we'd all have some fried; 
If wishes were horses, 

then beggars could ride.” 

“If!” That’s a short word with a long mean- 
ing to it. The real business about that “If” 
is to spell it. without the second letter; and 
make it simply “J.” My wish depends on 
what I do, what J work to receive, what J am 
in earnest about getting done, or getting as 
my possession. Do you wish hard enough to 
be willing to work hard enough? 

“Wish!” Let’s spell that word differently 
also: start with the same first letter, WW; and 
then change the rest like this: ork. I wish, 
and I work! So let us say again: Do you wish 
hard enough to be willing to work hard 
enough? 

One can find just the right way to do this 

when we follow Jesus Christ. What did He 

say about this matter? “My Father worketh 

and I work.”” (John 5:17). Jesus also believed, 

“I must work the works of him that sent me 

while it is day; the night cometh when no 

man can work.” (John 9:4). It was also Jesus 

who told us what his chief wish was: “I am 

come down from -heaveh, not to do mine own 

will, but the will of him that sent me.” (John 

6:38). It is plain, is it not? that Jesus changed 
_ the word ‘“‘Wish” into the word ‘‘Work.” 

So we do not get very far with our wishes 


our lips we say, I wish; and with our hearts 
_we say, I will; and with our hands we say, I 
work. If ever we get our wishes it will be 
_ that way, not merely by just wishing for 
things to come to us. 
I wish! We change the words into better 
ones rightly enough: I work! And there is an- 
other way to change them, even better than 
eke this one: Christ wishes! For He has His hope 
___ for each of us, for each boy and for each girl 
here. What may it be? We may be sure that 
Jesus wishes for us that we will follow Him, 
_ love Him, obey Him. 
___-_I wish that Christ may have His wish about 
me! Shall we each say it and let that wish 
come to pass?—-Robert B. Pattison, — 


unless we work to make them come true. With- 


a 


ILLUSTRATIONS 


JOHN H. JOHANSEN 


Inner Transformation Needed 
Text: Romans 12:2b—Be ye transformed 
the renewing of your mind.” 

A little boy was once given a puzzle Ff 
ture of the world to piece together from 
hundreds of fragments. Not knowing ge 
raphy well, his father was amazed when, af 
a very short time, the son brought in the m 
perfectly put together. The father said, “Hi 
did you manage to do it so quickly?” 1 
boy answered, “Oh, there was a picture of 
man on the other side, so I put the man 
gether and the world came out all right.” 


Politicians, economists, sociologists and m 
alists could well learn the same lesson, tl 
not until man is remade will the world be 
made. 


Show Him My Hands 
Text: John 20:27—"Then saith he to Thom 
reach hither thy finger, and behold : 


hands.” 


The story is told about a little girl whi 
mother died when she was only twelve ye 
old. There were several children youn; 
than she, so immediately she had to becom 
mother to them. She cared for those little o1 
until at eighteen she had literally worked h 
self to death. 


As she lay in the hospital, one of those v 
pious people came around and began to qu 
tion her: “What about your baptism?” “W 
have you not joined the church?” “Why hi 
you not been to Sunday School every S$ 
day,” etc., etc. Finally the person said: “Y 
have neglected these things and now you 
about to die. What will you say to the Lorc 
And the little girl made an answer too s 
lime for words: “What will I say to - 
Lord? I'll just show Him my hands.” 

We have so many babies in the chur 
They are always complaining, getting th 
feelings hurt. Many churches are more | 
nurseries for spiritual babies instead of | 
talions in the great army of the Lord. Thor 
Jesus did not promise ease to His faith 
He did promise strength, and He did say. 
would go along with us into every battle. 
ligion is not an escape but it does give 
power to overcome. : ae 


Christ Moravian Church 
Winston-Salem, North Carolina 
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ul Living 

#: Matt. 5:13—"Ye are the salt of the 
arth,” 

Yr. Grenfell of Labrador once appealed to 
Head Nurse of a large hospital to go out 
Labrador and to supervise the Children’s 
pital. He told her frankly that he could 
compensate her with a single penny; in- 
d, she would have to pay her own ex- 
ses of transportation. He did, however, 
rantee that she would know a love of life 
1 as she had never known before, and 
- she would find the supreme thrill in 
ping others in the service of Christ. She 
spted the challenge, and later this is what 
wrote: “I never knew before that life was 
d for anything but what one could get 
of it. Now I know that the real fun lies 
seeing how much one can put into life for 


” 


ers. 


e Burden For Souls 


#: Prov. 11:30b—"He that winneth souls 
5 wise.” 

Alexander Duff, that veteran missionary to 
ia, went home to Scotland to die. In great 
bleness he stood before the General As- 
ibly and pleaded for missionaries to India. 
the midst of his appeal he fainted, and was 
en into another room. After physicians had 
rked over him for some time he finally re- 
ered consciousness and, when he realized 
ere he was, he said, “I didn’t finish my 
seal; take me back and let me finish it.” 
- they told him he could not do it, that if 
did, he would surely die. And he said, 
1 do it if I die.” 


30 they led the white-haired veteran into 
assembly hall, and he continued his ap- 
I. With trembling voice he said, “Fathers 
| mothers of Scotland, is it true that you 
‘e no more sons to send to India? There 
money in the bank to send them, but where 
the laborers who will go into the field?” 


=n turning to the moderator of the assem- — 


he said, ‘““Mr. Moderator, if it is true that 
tland has no more sons to give to Christ 
India, then, although I lost my health in 
t land and came home to die, I will be off 
norrow and go back to the shores of the 
ages and lay my life down as a witness for 

st, to let them know that there is at least 
es... who is ready to die for them.” 
tg burden for souls is the one essential 
for the Christian. Have you this bur- 
.? Neglect it not, but dare to go the Cal- 
y way and bleed for the lost. 
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Christ For All 

On the way leading to an Austrian city 
there is a bridge in the parapets of which 
there are twelve statues of Christ. One statue 
represents Him as the Sower; another as the 
Shepherd, another as the Carpenter, Physician, 
Pilot, Prophet, Priest and King; others repre- 
sent Him in still other characters. The people 
coming into the city in the early morning with 
their produce for the market, pause and pray 
before Christ the Sower. Later the artisan, on 
his way to his workshop, worships before the 
Carpenter, and so on. Doubtless there is much 
to understand in this worship, for the on- 
looker, but one must recognize in it a great 
truth. Each worshipper bows to the Christ 
nearest his own station in life, the Christ who 
best understands his own thoughts and sup- 
plies the answer to his greatest needs. It is an 
example of the real and transcendant glory of 
Christ that He can be everything to everybody 
the world over. 
Companionship 

Psa. 1:1. Let each see well to his company, 
for such as we keep in this world we are likely 
to have in the next.—C. H. Spurgeon. 


God Helped, Says Man Who 
Lifted 500-Pound Gate 

A rusty, 500-pound iron gate fell on two 
small boys Thursday, November 12, 1953, ac- 
cording to a news report from Newark, N. J., 
injuring them seriously. 

Frank Gerald, a 28-year-old barber, man- 
aged to lift the big gate off one of the boys 
pinned under it. The other got out by himself. 
“I don’t know how I lifted that gate,” said 
Mr. Gerald. “God must have given me the 
strength .. .”” John Polistina, 6, was taken to 
St. Michael’s hospital in critical condition 
from internal injuries and shock. Vincent 


Rossi, 5, was in fair condition with head in-- 


juries and a possible broken leg. 


Polio Victim Forgives 


- Boxer Who Slugged Him 
Former welterweight boxer Tony Pellone, 
26, was freed on an assault charge Thursday, 


Nov. 12, after the complainant, a polio victim 
expressed forgiveness. Fletcher Loomis, 40, a 


writer using a cane to walk, said he under- 


‘gh _ stood Pellone was “up against it—things aren’t 
too good for him, and he’s married and has 


oy children.” 


Eyes On the Ground 
or ¢ The following story was credited to Dr. W. 
ae J. Terry, according to the Progressive Farmer: 


~one can compel us to be jealous, envious, a 


“It seems that his boyhood home boast 
two large mulberry trees. He and his brot 
ets decided they could make use of the mt 
berries going to waste. So they built a fen 
around the trees and put hogs in the encle 
use, The hogs thrived on the mulberries, b 
he says, “You know, I never once saw one 
them look up to see where the mulberries car 
from!’ You see it is their nature to ke 
their eyes on the ground looking for foo 
Sometimes the best of people forget to lo 
up to learn the source of their blessings.” 


Humility 

Luke 14:11. 

Learn to be little if thou wouldst be gre 
The lower the heart descends, the higher t 
prayer ascends.—Thomas Watson. 

Matt. 23:12. 

Be humble; walk softly; down with yo 
topsail, stoop, stoop, the arch is low above t 
entry to heaven’s gate. Unless we bow lo 
and proceed on bended knees, we shall fir 
the entry barred. 


German Village Finds Money 
To Assist in Fulfilling . 
a Wartime Vow 
The villagers in Obervieischede, West G 
many, vowed during the war that if th 
village escaped damage and all the men Caf 
back home, they would erect a chapel. 
Village and villagers emerged unscath 
and the men recently started digging the fou 
dation for the chapel, and found a pot fi 


‘of silver and copper coins of the time of t 


Thirty Ycars War (1618-48) and collect 
paid enough for the coins to cover the c 
of the chapel. 


Sy 


—~ 


We Make Life! a 

Our lives are fashioned out of the choi 
we make. We are born into this world wi 
out any choice in the matter, so far as - 
know, but every hour of living forces us 
make choices, and it is those choices wh 
determine what we are and what we becor 
We choose the attitudes we take toward « 
work, our families, our classmates, our nei; 
bors, toward God, and toward ourselves. 

If past choices have been unwise, and hn 
ful, they can be reniedied by better choi 
today. We decide today whatever we s 
know of happiness and pain tomorrow. 


social, improvident, vulgar; no one can ¢ 


pel us to be helpful, just, generous, wise 


trusting. The choice is ours today. 
‘s af * yr 


e Bible 

As a Swede landed on the other side of the 
antic, a worker of the New York Bible 
iety stepped up and offered him a New 
tament in the Swedish language. The man 
pped as though startled; stared at the 
tker, saying: “Weren't you here 26 years 
»? I think you are the same man, yes, 
| are the same man.” He was assured the 
tker has been distributing Bibles for 28 
fs, to each immigrant in his own tongue: 
Well,” said the Swede, “26 years ago I 
ded here a stranger, and you gave me a 
w Testament in the Swedish language, just 
you offered me one now. I read it, and 
ough reading it became a Christian; after 
ew years I made up my mind to become 
mreacher of the Word, and for 20 years I 
e preached the Gospel in Colorado.” The 
td of God is still “quick and powerful.” — 
e Sunday at Home. 


uths’ Prayer 

To dedicate my life, my youth, may all 

To Christ, and then in answer to His call— 

Be faithful to each task, the large, the 
small; 

This is my prayer. 


‘w Year Wishes 


What shall I wish thee? 
Treasures of earth? 
Songs in the spring-time? 
Pleasure and mirth? 
Flowers on thy pathway, 

Skies ever clear? 
Would this ensure thee 
A Happy New Year? 


What shall I wish thee? 
What can be found 
Bringing thee sunshine 
All the year round? 

Where is the treasure, 
Lasting and dear, 

That shall ensure thee 
A Happy New Year? 


Faith that increaseth, 
$ Walking in light; 
F Hope that aboundeth, 
: Happy and bright; 
t Love that is perfect 
; Casting out fear; 
These shall ensure thee 


3 A Happy New Year? 
‘Peace in the Saviour, 
Rest at His feet, 
Smile of His countenance 
8 Radiant and sweet, 
£ Joy in His presence, 
i Christ ever near! 


_ This. will ensure thee 
A Happy New Year? . 
—Frances Ridley Havergal. 
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THE KINGDOM OF GOD. The Biblical Concept and 
Its Meaning For the Church. By John Bright. Abing- 
don-Cokesbury Press. 288 pp. $3.75. 

The author, professor of Old Testament studies in 
Union Theological Seminary, Richmond, Va., won his 
publishers’ $7,500 award for his book. It is pleasant 
to know of a recognition and honorarium so well be- 
stowed. The Gospel he expounds is priceless, for Pro- 
fessor Bright has enriched us with a most needed, 
timely, engrossingly readable treatment of the vital 
subject, The Kingdom of God, informed with wide 
and deep scholarship and set forth with passion. 

Rightly the author considers The Kingdom of God 
the prime concept underlying the total message of the 
Bible. The book is written for the general Bible 
reader, but it will instruct, refresh and inspire any 
Christian. It will also awaken and instruct any 
inquirer with its grand conception of God in history 
as contrasted with the shallow and meager concep- 
tions of the meaning of the Bible current today. 

Much preaching and Bible study in the church is 
confined to parts of the New Testament, the Psalms 
and certain passages from the prophets as if the 
Old Testament had been superceded. As Protestant 
Christians we need to learn anew the unifying theme 
that binds the Bible as God’s Word in a unity. This 
is a book of history, that is, a transcript of life. It 
is not a book of abstractions, a system of ideas 
divorced from life, in other words, here is true Biblical 
theology. Pertinent and _ earnest applications are 
made to our present world situation as the author in 
nine chapters surveys Bible history in the light of his 
ruling concept from the beginning to the consumma- 
tion in the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. Chapters 
VIII and IX are significantly entitled “Between the 
Two Worlds” and “Even to the End of the Age.” 
—Paul H. Roth. : 


ON VESPER HILL, Talks To Teen-Agers, by Robert 
A. Lapsley, Jr. 144 pp. Knox Press. $2.00. 

For ten years Dr. Robert A. Lapsley, Jr., pastor 
of the First Presbyterian Church of Roanoke, Virginia, 
talked to “Teen-Agers’”’ at their annual conferences at 
Massenetta Springs, Virginia. These talks were de- 
livered on “Vesper Hill,” a lovely knoll, covered with 
blue grass and surrounded by apple orchards and 
fields of ripening wheat. In this most excellent volume 
twenty of these talks are gathered together for a 
wider circulation than was possible when they were 
delivered. They are excellent in every particular. 
They go. straight to the mark; they are based on 
Ff _ Seriptures but abound with illustrations which are well 
adapted to the young people, and to older folks too. 
They are so splendidly outlined that many readers 
will hang a good sermon on their easily remembered 
framework. These talks are models of what a ‘“Teen- 
E _ Ager” talk should be, and will be , helpful to any 

Sad minister wishing to interest his young people in the 

important matters of living—Charles Haddon Nabers. 


UNIFORM LESSON COMMENTARY 1954. ed. Wil- 
liam H. Horn. Muhlenberg. $2.75. 

Here is just about the finest lesson commentary 
available. It is designed for use by both teacher and 
pupil. It follows the Uniform lessons except for Refor- 
_ mation Sunday. This commentary preserves the time- 
less Bible truths, but fits them into present day living. 
_ The plan is: Background, Comment on the lesson, Gist 
of the lesson, Sidelights, Digging deeper, and Some- 
thing to think about. The authors by quarters are: 


Dr. Albert H. Keck, Jr., former professor, now past 
Dr. Charles M. Cooper, former. professor, now Pr 
dent of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania; Dr. Th 
dore L. Fischer and Dr. Robert W. Stackel, past 
The editing is so well done that change of authors 
is not easily discerned. 

This is a new and excellent note in Sunday Sch 
lesson. commentaries. A better job of teaching, 
better study of the lessons, and Christian fruitage V 
result from its use. If you want something livi 
timeless, dynamic, buy this book. It will make © 
Word live in today’s world—W. R. Siegart. 


BE STILL AND KNOW, by Georgia Harkness. Abi 
don- -Cokesbury, 96 pp. $1.25. 

It is always with eagerness that one opens a volu 
by this author, one of the most trenchant writers 
our day. This is a devotional guide, and in the m: 
it follows the typical pattern of such books, yet ri 
above their triteness. Each page carries an origi 
poem by Dr. Harkness, and this volume will establ 
her in many minds as a poet as well as theologi 
Each poem provides the setting for the jewel 
Scripture; appropriate prayers lend luster to © 
whole. There are 86 devotions which will be valua 
for both personal and public worship.—W. G. S. 


ALTAR BOUND, by Betty Stuart Rodgers & Elizab 
Connelly Pearce, Interstate Printers & Publishe 
Danville, ll., 96 pp. (8144x11), Boxed $2.95. 

This_is a book for use as a “wedding work she 
for a bride and family, listing 33 essential arran 
ments regardless of the size of the wedding a 
time available. Chapters including illustrations ar 


Engagements General 

Preparations Gifts 

Rehearsal Attendants 

Religious Services Church Wedding 

Reception Special Weddings 
Going-Away 

This is a ‘How to do it’? book, and will be w 


comed and used widely. The illustrations alone se 
a useful purpose.—W. 


THEY BUILT FOR ETERNITY. By Gustav-Ad 
Kedat. Translated by Roland Bainton. Abingdon-Cok 
bury. 175 pp. $5.00. 

This is a sumptuous yolume, impressive in si 
814 by 11 inches, and in magnificent photographs, | 
of them. Here are made to pass before us the ki 
doms of the world and the glory of them. Here 
Babylon and Thebes, the mighty temples of Luxor a 
Karnack, Athens and Jerusalem, Rome’s Colosse 
and Pantheon, the Great Wall of China, Angkar a 
Taj Mahal, and many more, New York ony se 
from the world’s highest tower. 4 


The Christian author, German born and bred, | 
scribes and interprets the majestic pageant. Dr. Ba 
ton well translates his text. The author has trave 
widely over many years and seen much. He has, 
says, stood in awe and wonder before what man j 
been able to devise and construct through the ¢e 
turies. Then, — he has seen with dismay how ‘eve 
thing, literally everything, has gone to pieces. © 
puts the old question, Does anything endure? Ree 
decades have brought home this question with alm 
unbearable intensity. 

But the answer does not lie either in resignatio on 
“despair. In the spirit of the writer of the 90th Psi 
who saw, beneath the passing, the Lord, our 
dwelling place in all generations, the author. deela 
as the last word of his Preface: ‘‘When we are ¢ 
with this attempt to recapture that which has - 

. "ae 


asi 


y, we are able as Christians, in the name of the 
el which passeth not away, to come forth with 
witness of a joyful ‘nevertheless,” and to pro- 
ice a ringing “yes” to that life which God de- 
ds."—Paul H. Roth. 


AY’S GOOD NEWS. By Alvin E. Bell. Muhlen- 
Press. 374 pp. $1.75. 

om the riches of a 45-year ministry, 40 of them 
1 to a congregation which he organized and built 
O number over 2,000, and to whom he dedicates 
beautiful volume, Dr. Bell gives a year’s supply 
levotional studies which help the reader truly to 
te his life to Christ. As the title indicates, the 
el of our Saviour is brought down to date by 
, selections from the four Gospels in turn with 
rief exposition and a prayer, under illuminating 
ions as “The Inner Source of Defilement,” “Jesus 
onconformist,” and ‘“‘The Light that is Dark. The 
donia type, handy size, flexible binding and_ rib- 
marker make this beautiful volume especially 
‘d for giving, as well as for daily study. The 
ies are marked for the days of successive weeks 
er than being dated, so one could start any 
, and use for many years.—Claude Richmond. 


; CHURCH AND MENTAL HEALTH. Edited by 
B. Maves. Scribners. 303 pp. $4.00. 
is is a “practical book which fosters cooperation 
ng the various professions concerned with mental 
th.’ The fourteen contributors are well known to 
who have read the literature of this field, Paul B. 
es, Gotthard Booth, David E. Roberts, Florence 
dermaker, John T. MeNeill, Seward Hiltner, Cyril 
ichardson, Gene E. Bartlett, Luther E. Woodward, 
ard C. Schade, Ernest E. Bruder, Dallas Pratt, 
21 E. Howe, Daniel Blain. 
1¢@ material is ably and interestingly discussed 
2r the headings: The Meaning of Mental Health, 
zion in Illness and Health Through the Centuries, 
ntialities in the Christian Community for Ililness 
Health, Fostering Mental Health Through the 
rch Program, A Ministry to the Mentally Ill, The 
sh Minister and the Psychiatrist in Cooperation 
Contrast, A Strategy for the Churches in Relation 
ilIness and Health. 
vese chapters afford interesting and rewarding 
ing. The writers have brought to their subjects a 
knowledge of the most recent developments in 
religion and science coupled with Christian and 
igelical understanding. 
rery pastor should have this book in his library, 
hould be required reading in every seminary. It 
ritten in such a practical style that many laymen 
profit by the reading.—J. H. Dressler. 


OBER FAITH. By G. Aiken Taylor. Macmillan. 
pp. $2.00. 

1e subtitle, “Religion and Alcoholics Anonymous,” 
sates the scope of the soberly bound little book 
un aid to religious workers who have felt AA 
s God anonymous, by plain talk on a desperate 
ition in which the church has failed, as medicine 
failed, to find a cure. Dr. Taylor knows the alco- 
- and the AA program. He knows the church. 
offers a service to both in showing how they can 
work together. He sees alcoholism as a fearful 
ase, but he deals with the patient in a very per- 
1, realistic manner, giving numerous examples. 
“chapters describe AA as ‘A Transforming Fel- 
hip,” and shows how it works. Then in three 
ters he asks AA and religion together to look at 
in nature, human redemption, and soul conser- 
: The final chapter on ‘The Unresolved Con- 
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BRONZE TABLETS 
W. L. CLARK CO.,INC. 


Manufacturers Since 1914 
52 LAFAYETTE ST., NEW YORK 13 
SEPARATE LITERATURE OF EITHER ON REQUEST 


“THE SANITARY?” conncnion CUPS 
CONVENIENT, NOISELESS AND SANITARY 
Our communion set as illustrated permits an impressive 


=f 


ceremony and leads the 
field in communion ser- 
vice. Available in ma- 
hogany, oak or walnut in ¢ i! i, ae 


either 25, 36 or 49 cup QU A, Tee 
size and can be stacked. i ame ao 


Circular and quotations on request 


SANITARY COMMUNION SERVICE 


Box $96-Dept. E. Rochester 2, N. Y. 


Study for the Degree 


of Doctor of Psychology (Ps.D.), Doctor of Metaphysics 
(Ms.D.), or Doctor of Divinity (D.D.) by correspond- 
ence in the quiet of your own home. Write for further 
information. 

THE COLLEGE OF DIVINE METAPHYSICS INC. 


Dept. E, 2811 N. Illinois St. 
Indianapolis 8, Indiana 
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Satisfaction in Every Stitch since 1912 


SUPERIOR WORKMANSHIP 


QUALITY FABRICS 
PERFECT FIT GUARANTEED 


Write for catalog D22 
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ECCLESIASTICAL BEAUTY 
and 
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® 
Designed and Produced 
by 


THE JOSEPHINUM 
CHURCH FURNITURE CO. 
OEPT. E, COLUMBUS 7, OHIO 
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ST. JOSEPH ART GLASS WORKS 


802-808 N. Second St., St. Joseph 12, Mo. 


Designers and Manufacturers of Art, Stained, 
and Ecclesiastical Glass 


Send us the sizes and shapes of your windows 
‘and we will submit quotations 


Scriptural — Artistically Designed 
Large Assortment — Self Selection 


Lithographed — Special Days — General Use 
Be Sure to Get Our Free Catalog and Samples 


ECCLESIASTICAL ART PRESS 
DEPT. F, LOUISVILLE 12. KY. 
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PINKING SHEARS 


Only $1.95 postpaid. Chromium plated, pre- 

cision made. Manufacturer’s Christmas over- 

stock. Guaranteed $7.95 value or money 
2 refunded, Order by mail. Lincoln Surplus Sales, 
» 1704 W. Farwell Ave., Chicago 26, Illinois. 


“Wm, Tait Paterson. a 
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flict” summarizes the similarity between AA i 
Christianity to show how the latter carries on tc 
personal relationship with God in Christ to bring 
final, satisfying adjustment of life. Here is a rev 
ing and practically helpful volume for all concer! 
with alcoholics, a bridgehead for a united attack 
the problem.—Claude Richmond. 


SERMONS I LOVE TO PREACH, by Edgar DeWV 
Jones. Harper. 191 pp. $2.50. , 

If one does not know the work of this minis 
emeritus of Central Woodward Christ Church of 
troit, here is an excellent opportunity to become 
quainted with him and his work. The former Pr 
dent of the Federal Council of Churches has selec 
from his “barrel” fifteen sermons that have b 
tested and tried several times. Ten of them, 
tells us, have been built in his emeritus years. { 
goes back to his “Kentucky apprenticeship” and | 
been preached one hundred times. Another has bi 
heard by more than three hundred audiences. (¥V 
was it said, “Burn all your old sermons?’’) : 
sermons are, of course, well constructed and not 
long. They sparkle with illustrations that illustré 
He finds them in a vast number of places, eve! 
and books. Lincoln is his great hero and appe 
frequently, always in point and always effective. — 
titles are arresting, not always revealing what 
will say. Not the least valuable offering of the b 
is “By Way of Preface,” in which he tells of 
sermon-building methods. It will help many. 
whole—volume is rich in suggestiveness and minist 
will find many a sermonie nugget in it.— Wm. 7 
Paterson. 


HOW TO BECOME A CHRISTIAN, by Samuel 
Shoemaker. Harper. 158 pp. $2.00. 

Dr. Shoemaker is known. widely. He is rector 
Calvary Episcopal Church in Pittsburgh. Formerly, < 
for nearly a quarter of a century, he was in anot 
Calvary in New York City. The contents of | 
book were given to a small, informal group 


-younger marrieds in his church. Perhaps the chat 


heads will suggest the trend of the book: “Wh 
Are We Today ... The Problem, the Person, and 
Power . .. Human Need . . . The New Birth . 
The Fellowship of the Church . . . Sources of Po 
: . How ‘Should Christians Live? . . . Christ 
Witness.” The author opens with the attack of C 
munism, the apathy and godlessness of our day, | 
the personal needs of so many of us. That is 

problem. “The real answer which we seek se€ 
then, to lie in a rediscovery of living, Christian fai 
So he presents Christ, the Person. When the Pe1 
comes in contact with the problem, there power 
born. In ‘‘Human Need” sin is sin. We must face 
and take is personally to Christ on the Cross. Con 
sion (one of the forgotten words in the Chris 
vocabulary) is discussed and stress is put on the 
that should follow conversion. The Church is es 
tial, and five reasons are given for saying. so. 

cannot and we do not™live alone. Many telling il 
trations are given throughout the chapters. Ey 
where one is conscious of the intensity of purp 
the urgency in the soul, the vitalizing power of 
life. The book is strongly suggestive in the past 
and administrative work of the ministry. The 

guage is clear and forceful. The thought. is chall 
ing. A good book for any minister to mull oye 
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Difficulties strengthen the inind as labor dost 
body.—Seneca. 
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Afraid, Richmond ...... 23 
Endless Years, Richards 17 
New Year, Nygaard ........... 15 
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JUNIOR SERMONS 
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Round and Round waceee 24 
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SCRIPTURE TEXTS 
I—Illustrations 
S—Sermons 
JS—Junior Sermons 

Joshua 1:8 (S) 
Pea. 124. (CD 
Psalm 5:3 ( 
Psalm 33 ( 
Psalm 48:14 
Proy. 11:30b ( 
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Faith, Day by Day 
“For thou knowest not what a ray may bring 

forth.” (Proverbs 27:1). 
Each dawn brings on another Day: 

Its gladness, sadness; pleasure, duty; 
Its grievous tears, its laughter gay; 

Its cheerless drab, its brilliant beauty. 
Who knoweth what the Hours will say, 
What dwells in each returning Day? 


Each twilight brings another Night: 
Its starless doubt, or star-filled peace; 
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God’s way! 
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Its quiet dark, or darkness blight; 

Its sad constraint, or glad release. 
Who knoweth what, of wrong or right, 
May dwell in each returning Night? 


Come weal or woe, by Time’s demand, 
Our Times, O God, are in Thy hand! 
To work God’s will while it is Day, 
And through Night’s dark, to trust 


- Robert B. Pattison 
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